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CLINATE CHANGE CINDUCED HEALTH IMPACTS AND THEIR INFLUENCY ON
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Hasna, MUHLP & Fareena Ruzuik’
"Independent Researcher
‘Head of the Department, Department of Geography, University of Colombo,

Abstract:

Climate change is one of the biggest health challenges of the 214 century, with serioy,

consequences for billions of people. Sri Lanka, a developing tropical island nation, is particy|

arly
vulnerable. Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall, floods, and storms affect the e

nvironment and

people’s health, driving migration. Health issues like heat stroke, waterborne discases, gng

malnutrition are increasingly common, fueling migration. In 2019, 200,000 Sri Lankans (609,

men, 40% women) migrated, not only for jobs but due 1o climate- related health impacts A study
by SLYCAN in Kuwait found that 63% of Sri Lankans there were displaced by climate change,
with heavy rains (46%), droughts (28%), water scarcity (26%)

< and landslides and rising
tfemperatures (16%) as major

actors. Health problems like kidney dise

ase, respiratory infections.
and malnutrition haye worsened the situation,

Ihis study explored how climate-re
s droughts, and floods-affect health, le

analysis of secondary data from article

lated factors
lemperature rise, rainfall change ading to migration 1 sing
qualitative S, reports by the WEP, UNICEF.

aced populations, the study examined the

and disaster
centers, and surveys of displ link between climate change
health, and migration, highlighting policy gaps. Droughts are 4 leading cause of Kidney disease
while loss of income and Crops is increasing food insecurity

- Findings show that 63% of displaced
St Lankans we

re affected by floods, droughts, and w

ater scarcity, Additionally, 20% of
households faced food insceurity according 1o the Wip, (

INICEF, and MR] nutrition survey in
s addressing healhy
climate change, aligning with SDG 3,SDG 13, and SDG 10.

2009. This underscores the need for policie and migration challenges caused by
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