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Using common knowledge and one's own knowledge as sources
of evidentiality in Sinhala political speech
Dr. Kaushalya Perera'

Abstract

All languages have structural features that present evidentiality, i.e., features that
present the sources of knowledge supporting what we say. However, languages differ
in the types of sources that are used, and in the linguistic features that are used to
present such evidentiality and any genre-specific variations. Little is known of the
types of sources that are used for Sinhala evidentiality or the linguistic features used
for it. While scholars of Sinhala have discussed some features that are relevant for
evidentiality in scholarship on syntax or in descriptions of the language (Ananda,
2011, 2018; Chandralal, 2010) little is known of Sinhala evidentiality per se. The
main objective of this paper is to present three types of sources that are used for
evidentiality in Sinhala, especially in political speech. These sources are common
knowledge, one's own memory and one's own knowledge. These are also aspects less
discussed as evidential sources in other languages (Aikhenvald, 2018). When
presenting the three sources of evidentiality, the paper also presents the linguistic
features of Sinhala used in such evidentiality. The study uses approximately 7 hours
of interviews (personal and political) and political debates aired on national
television as data. The videos were transcribed and coded for evidential sources,
verbal morphology and lexical resources. The analysis shows that the linguistic
features used more frequently for the presentation of the three sources discussed in
this paper are the basic non-past forms of specific verbs (e.g. know), the inclusion of
a quotative, and the use of agreement and assertion markers. Additionally, Sinhala
uses noun phrases for evidentiality, which is an unusual characteristic. Finally, the
study finds that the evidentiality sources of the speaker's memory and knowledge
uses somewhat different linguistic structures to the structures presenting common
knowledge.

Keywords: Evidentiality, Political speech, Sinhala, Evidential markers

1.Senior Lecturer, Department of English, University of Colombo.

kaushalya@english.cmb.ac.lk
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Relationship between Language and Gender Based Violence with
special reference to Sri Lanka
Dr. Kumari Thoradeniya'

Abstract

Patriarchal cultural attitudes, poverty, religious belief, alcoholism, changing gender
roles etc. are considered as the reasons for gender based violence in many societies
across the globe and less attention has been paid to recognize the pivotal role that
language plays for the issue. Language is used to communicate human's feelings,
thoughts, activities, stress, life stories, etc. and consequently it has immense power
for changing the world. For instance, language and its conduct are one of the most
powerful tools that construct, define and constitute dynamic meanings of
masculinity and femininity relationships in a society though few studies have
focused on this relationship. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to explore the
relationship between Sinhala language and gender based violence in Sri Lanka.
Accordingly, two research questions were addressed by the study as how Sinhalese
language explains gender based violence and whether the language used in order to
define and explain relationship between men and women contribute to escalate
gender based violence among the Sinhalese communities. Mainly secondary
resources used for the study and accordingly, gender based violence incidents
reported by three Sinhala newspapers during the last six months of the year 2021
reviewed and examined how they used language to report the cases. When reviewing
the cases that have been reported, it could be observed that mostly the attention has
focused on victims and though it is quite natural, this can lead to moving the focus
away from the perpetrators. At the same time, the language styles and wording that it
uses mostly reflects the patriarchal cultural attitudes which discourage women to
come forward and openly explain their violence experience. This study concludes
that even though languages are changing due to the technical revolution and
experience of globalization, positive changes are not happening in Sinhalese
language to reduce the inequality of gender relationship and the decrease of GBV.
Radical changes of the education system are needed to establish to encourage gender
equality and gender rights within the language and those changes might help to
change the mind-set of the society since language is the main force for people to
change their mind-set.

Key Words: language, gender basedviolence, Sinhalese language, Sri Lanka

1.Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of Peradeniya
kumari.thoradeniya@arts.pdn.ac.lk
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The impact of Digital Textbooks on Digital Literacy in Secondary
Education in Sri Lanka
Kumesh Prabhashini'

Abstract

Senior secondary education counted GCE O/L and GCE A/L grades in Sri Lanka.
The country started implementing digital technology in the late 1980s. The concept
of a Digital textbook is beneficial in terms of replacing a heavy school- bag, carrying
on the learning process after school, and enhancing distance and self-learning. E-
textbooks were introduced into the Sri Lankan school system in 2009 as a move
toward updating and enhancing the school curriculum. The transition of literature
from text to hypertext can be identified as digital literature. E-books are the current
format for books and they produce Electronic literature in Audiobooks and PDF
format. This research was exploring the impact of Digital Textbooks on Digital
literacy in Secondary Education in Sri Lanka. This study used a survey method and
325 senior secondary students in Western Province and used it as a sample of this
survey. SPSS software was used for analysing the data and finally came to the
conclusion. Due to technological limitations, a preference for reading only printed
books, Internet vulnerabilities, and an inability to read screens, digital textbooks are
not widely used. It is clear from this sample that digital textbooks have a lack of
impact on students' perceptions of digital literacy in Secondary Education in Sri
Lanka.

Keywords. Digital Literacy, Digital Textbooks, Senior Secondary Education, Sri
Lankan Education, School Curriculum

1.PhD candidate, School of Information Management, Wuhan University, P.R. China
k.prabhashini@gmail.com
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Environmental Factors Affecting the Distribution of the
Phonologically Conditioned Nominal Suffixes /wat/ and /mat/ in
Contemporary Sinhalese
K. K. Ganushka Randula'

Abstract

The nominal suffixes /wat/ and /mat/, which form possessive nominals in
Contemporary Sinhalese, are direct borrowings from Sanskrit. According to
all Sanskrit grammars and subsequent Sinhalese grammars, these are two
phonologically conditioned allomorphs in complementary distribution. It is,
therefore, prescribed to add the suffix /wat/ to stems ending in the vowels [u],
[u:], [1], [1:] and /mat/ everywhere else. However, this prescriptive rule of
distribution is not strictly followed in everyday speech. As in /a:lo:komat/,
/prabo:d"emat/, /saub’a:gjomat/, and /a:darfomat/ etc., native speakers
frequently substitute /mat/ for /wat/. This study aims to investigate whether
there is a plausible phonetic cause underlying the violation of this rule of
distribution. This is, actually, a topic hitherto overlooked by researchers who
have recorded such violations as mere common errors. Given that /wat/ and
/mat/ are phonologically conditioned allomorphs, the present researcher
hypothesised that the cause behind the violation of this rule could also be
phonological. This hypothesis was tested using a manually annotated corpus
containing nominals with incorrectly used /mat/ suffix from both spoken and
written texts. The phonetically transcribed nominals were analysed with a
focus on the immediate and distant environments of the incorrectly used /mat/
suffix. This analysis revealed that the distant environments of all incorrect
/mat/ suffixes were heavy syllables. These heavy syllables contained either
long vowels [a:], [o:], [ai], or a short vowel followed by a coda consonant.
Therefore, the heavy syllable in the distant environment seemed to be the
phonological factor altering the distribution of the suffixes /wat/ and /mat/ in
such cases. However, this superficial similarity in the distant environment
could not be regarded as the determinant factor altering the distribution as
clear exceptions with the correctly used suffix as in /proma:navat/, /warnava
t/, and /artovat/ etc. occur in similar environments. Hence, in investigating the
causes behind the altered distribution of the/wat/ and /mat/suffixes in

I.Lecturer (Prob.), Department of English Language Teaching, University of Colombo.
k.k.g.randula@gmail.com
31-



Contemporary Sinhalese, the present researcher recommends conducting an
exhaustive analysis of their phonetic environments.

Keywords: distribution, heavy syllable, phonetic environment,
phonologically conditioned
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Morphological and Periphrastic Expressions of Tense and Aspect
in Sinhala Language
Thamalu Maliththa Piyadigama'

Abstract

Modern linguists uphold Sinhala has two tenses, against traditional grammar
which described three tenses. Prominent researchers considered the tense and
aspect system of Sinhala to be complex but rarely investigated grammatical
or lexical aspects. Therefore, contemporary understanding is grossly
incomplete and inconsistent with the discourse. As a continuation of research
I previously posted in several preprints, this study affirms that Sinhala is a
tense less language following a constructive and theoretical research method.
Tenseless languages lack the grammatical category of tense. The verbal
categories previously misclassified as past and present tense actually indicate
perfective and imperfective aspects. Shifting absolute and relative external
time references in sample sentences verifies the tenseless nature because the
same category fits as long as the internal temporal constituency remains the
same. The imperfective category indicates progression, repetition, habitual
aspect, chance, and customary use in newspaper headlines. Nevertheless, as
mentioned in recent research, tenseless languages can mark time by
combining aspect, mood, semantics and syntax. Following descriptive
research methods, this study extends the analysis of indicative finite verbs to
other modes, participle forms and periphrastic structures to describe how the
language utilises the two basic aspectual categories to express tenses and
subtle subcategories of aspect.

Keywords: Tenseless language, grammatical aspect, expression of tense,
temporality, morphology
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Symbolic Representation and Character Portrayal of the
Elephant (Hasti) in Buddhist Art: Literary Investigation with
Reference to the Nalagiri-damana Story in the Butsarana
Anuda Kanchana'

Abstract

Elephant (Hasti) symbolism is common in South Asian Art, and historically the use
of the elephant symbol dates back to Mesopotamian and Indo Valley civilizations.
Based on the Vedic-purana-s influence, the Hasti art-symbol was represented in the
Buddhist art corresponding the Buddhist impact. The Hasti symbol was developed
based on Buddhist literary works and art, while the mythological and narrative
features nourished the stories associated with the elephant as a character in literature.
Especially in Buddhist literature, human characteristics were attributed to the Hasti
character and it was communicated to society through the Jaraka stories and
Buddhist literature. The Nalagiri-damana story of Butsarana is one of the selected
references to investigate the character portrayal of the Elephant in Sinhala literature.
Although the Nalagiri incident depiction in Butsarana has been discussed only from
literary and linguistic aspects, the character portrayal of Nalagiri and the use of
elephant symbols in Buddhist art have not been comparatively discussed before.
What are the compatibilities of the symbolic representation and the character
portrayal of the elephant (Hasti) in Buddhist art? Based on the research problem, the
main objective of this study is to investigate the demeanor of the Nalagiri and its
character portrayal. Nalagiri-damana-katha is the main literary source of this study
and Asian Buddhist antiquities are used to investigate the Hasti symbol. Textual and
contextual analysis is used as the main method to study the text and Hasti symbols
have been comparatively studied with Pali and Sanskrit Buddhist literature. The
Hasti symbol is also commonly used as a divine or demonical symbol, an omen of a
good sign, a protector, and also to indicate directions. In the Buddhist Arts, the
features of the Hasti symbol represent spiritual virtues. The story of Nalagiri-
damana reveals the transformation of some ungodly character traits into spiritual
virtues. Here, the writer consciously or unconsciously manipulated the character of
Nalagiri through the language, representing the real portrayal and symbolic
interpretations of the Hasti in Buddhist art and narrations in the Asian context.

Keywords: Buddhist Arts and Literature, Character Portrayal, Hasti symbol,

Nalagiri-damana, Symbolic Representation
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Factors affecting the vocational Interest of the G.C.E. Advanced
Level Students
E. Randeniya' , W.M.C.S Wijesinghe’
Abstract
It 1s being discussed that the education system in Sri Lanka is not career
oriented. Career counselors confirm that students could perform successful
career choice according to their interests through appropriate selection of
subject streams in G.C.E (Advanced Level) examination. However the
nominal number of researches was conducted in this respect. This research
has been launched for recognizing the factors and challenges that affect the
vocational interest of (Advanced Level) students. This research focuses on
the identification of career interests of students who engage in studies in
different subject streams based on the classification of schools in Sri Lanka. It
further elaborate factors and challenges which affect career interests. A
sample of 240 students from 8 schools situated in Kelaniya educational zone
of Gampaha district in Western province was selected to perform this
research. Career interests of the selected sample of students were recognized
based on the John Holland's Career Choice Theory and the standard test called
“Career Key” presented by Lawrence K Jones. Questionnaires and semi
structured interview schedules were utilized for data collection. Data analysis
was performed using quantitative oriented mixed method. Research revealed
that majority of Advanced Level students are highly interested in realistic
careers (40.8%) and enterprising (23.8%), investigative (17.9%), social
(15%), artistic (1.7%) and conventional (0.8%) respectively. Research
further discovered the career interests with factors affected and correlation
between the career interests and challenges. Majority (97%) of students
engage in studying the subject streams that supports their preferred careers
whilst less opportunity available for rest (3%) to select preferred subject
streams. Key challenges observed the lack of confidence to approach the
preferred careers and the financial difficulties. Accordingly a formal strategic
plan to be compiled by the responsible parties to extend the support to
overcome the challenges face by students regarding their career interests.
Key Words : Career Interest, Factors, Challenges, Random Sampling
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