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ABSTRACT

The aim of this investigation is tc examine whether
the acquisiticn of science concepnts is associated with the
home and the schoel environment of the child; and if there
ia an asscociation this study aims to ascertain which aspects
of the home and school environment are more importent for
the acauisition of science concepto.

Chapter 1 of this thesis gives the introduction to this
study. Chapter IT refers to the theoretical background to
the study. It includes the findings of investigations
carried out by various foreign researchers in the field of
Yacquisition of science concepts'. Theories put forward
by some of them are also discussed in this Chapter. The

method of study employed in this Research is discussed
W ;

Chapter IV gives the analysis of data. The analysis
shows that in the Sri Lankancontext, the following aspects
of the home and the school environment are associated with
the acouisition of science concepts:i-—

Home Invironment

1. Parental Education
2. Education of Siblings

3. Parental habit of reading daily
newspapers

Iis Parental Income
5. Parental Cccupation

6. Living Space
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7. YMode of lighting the house
8. Parental interest in child'c studies
9. Regular hours of study
10, Family uwnity
11. Parental Care.

School Environment

1. Bite

2, School Buildings

3, Hature of classroom

Li» Availability of electricity

5. Availability of water sexvice

6. Use of visual aids

Te fveilability of library facilities
8. Guiet neighbourhood

9. Lxtra curricular activities.
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In Chapter V, conclusions are drawn from the findings
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the Hesearch and implicaticns for education are discu:ssed.
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