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Abstract

Sri Lanka accepts education as a human right and gives prominence to provide
equal opportunities with the object of providing education for all. Due to various
socio-environmental  differences it is evident that various problems have arisen in
relation to provision of education. Out of various social environments, the school
environment as well as home environment have become major factors effecting the
provision of educational opportunities. Both the school and the home play a dominant
role in children’s education. It’s the home environment that influences and encourages

children to reach the maximum benefits of education in the school.

Since 1930°s a great effort had been taken by various educational refoms to
get the support of the parents for the educational affairs in Sri Lankan schools. But
it’s, impossible to state that support of the parents in educational affairs in most of the

schools has not yet been established sufficiently.

According to the 1* report of the National Educational Commission in 1992,

Stated that the parents participation in school affairs need to be investigated.

As education is treated as an investment at present a special emphasis is given
to reach the maximum benefits of education, This study mainly examines how the
home environment influences the reading and writing skills of the children in 3" key

stage in rural schools in order to minimize the wastage of resources.

Local and foreign studies that reveal the relationship between the social and
economic factors in home and education is discussed in this study and 4 objectives

are included in the present study. The objectives include the following.
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(1) Examination of the correlation between proficiency in literacy and

educational and socio background of parents.

(i1) Examination of the correlation between the educational background at home

and children’s literacy.

(iii)  Study the attitudes and beliefs of parents on literacy of children.

(iv)  Study the influence of the relationship that parents maintain with the school

on the children’s learning environment.

(v) Study the relationship between the type of school and the literacy of

school.

Random samples were used in the present study 20 Government schools
( of various Categories ) were selected from Kegalle district. 400 students of the 3
key stage and their parents were selected. Data were collected using Questionnaires
and student achievement experiments. Diagrams and illustrations were used when
necessary in interpretation of data analysis. [ t was revealed that there is a correlation
between the children’s achievement in literacy and the variables related to the home

environment.

The educational level of the father and that of the mother and father’s
occupation, Socio economics situation of the family, supervision of the family were
important variables influencing the children’s literacy. It was revealed through
analysis that the educational levels and socio economic levels of respective parents
had a minor influence in children’s literacy rates. The educational level and socio
economic level of respective parents and the available learning environment had an
influence in determining the proficiency of children. Accordingly it was revealed in
the study that the educational level of the family cultural and social factors of the

family have influenced the student’s proficiency levels in different degrees.
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Eventually the findings of the study have been able to prove multi dimensional

influences at the family environment and children’s educational achievement.

The study was able to highlight the measures that can be taken at the school,
zonal , national levels in order to promote relationship between the school and the
parents . It also discussed the negative influence of the family background and
environment on children’s educational achievement. Also the study was able to
emphasize on measures that can be taken to upgrade the efficiency of children’s
education and improve the learning teaching process at the school and measures that
can be adopted to enhance the awareness of all parents about how children should be

assisted in their studies.

It 1s believed that parents support is essential in forming a group of children
who can face future challenges through formal education. The survey expects that the
facts revealed through the study would be helpful in order to build the maximum

corporation of parents.



