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ABSTRACT

This thesis — A study on the nature of disciplinary problems of grade nine male

students by K.G Chandrasena is submitted for the Degree of Master of Philosophy in

Education at the University of Colombo.

Not only in Sri Lanka but also in other countries disciplinary problems of students
are increasing. But enough attention hasn’t been paid to this problem by researchers
in our country. So, this study focuses on the nature of disciplinary problems of grade

nine male students.

In this research, a purposive sample providing adequate data in line with the
objectives of the research has been used. 20 schools which are said to have more
disciplinary problems of students in the district of Hambantota, 150 teachers who
teach in grade nine classes, 150 students in grade nine classes, 20 principals and 50
disciplinary committee members of relevant schools have been selected as the

sample.

Disciplinary problems of grade nine male students are studied in this research. To
achieve the objectives of this research well, survey method of descriptive research
method has been tised as the methodology of the reseach because students,
principals, teachers and disciplinary committee members can be reached very easily

using this research method.

Questionnaires which were designed to obtain qualitative data, interviews, and
obserservations were used as research tools so that triangulations could be done in
order to maximize the validity of conclusions. Data collected using these research

tools were analysed qualitatively.

Most of the disciplinary problems prevailing in our schools can be minimized by

careful attention of teachers and principals. Students agree with the punishment not
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exceeding the nature of misbehaviour or misdeed. The teachers do not pay enough
attention to disciplinary problems of students because of some laws and regulations.

The principals, teachers, parents, old pupils, educationists, high officials in the

Education Department, psycologists and students should work together to make

disciplinary laws and regulations and to enforce them in schools.




