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ABSTRACT

A STUDY ON THE ROLE OF THE TEACHERS AND PARTCIPATION OF
STUDENTS ON THE PROCESS OF SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT IN
GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION ADVANCED LEVEL CLASSES

(In schools of Galle District)

Researches have revealed that what has so far happened in Education Process in
Sri Lanka is that it has enabled only a few students to acquire knowledge and
development of cognitive skills with the assistance of teachers, required to get through
the relevant examinations although the basic objective of our National Education system

is to bring every student to the expected standard of performance.

Remarkable changes have been effected in the National Education system from
time to time changing the requisite teaching techniques and introducing various methods
of assessments to the traditional examination system of Sri Lanka. One of such methods
is the School Based Assessments, introduced for G.C.E (Advanced Level) students in
2003, which method has, however, been an additional burdon on the teachers who teach
the students of advanced Level Classes. SBA has been given a formal and legal outlook
with the intervention of the Department of Examination with it. It’s for this reason that
attention was paid on the study of the role of teachers and participation of student in this
system of SBA in Advanced Level Classes. Accordingly, the basic of objectives of this
study are to examine the objects of SBA, the proposed methods adopted in achieving its
target, the role of the teacher in SBA, how far it has been fulfilled, the percentage of

participation of students in it, and the attitudes of teachers towards it ultimately.

The research was conducted in terms of Random Survey as provided in
Descriptive Research methodology on 231 students, 116 teachers who teach science,
commerce and arts at 25 schools constituting seventeen 1 C grade schools, three 1 AB
Non — national schools, and five 1AB National schools in Galle District. As the entire
population of Advanced Level Students, teachers, engaged in teaching in Advanced
Level classes and schools with advanced Level classes are practically unaffordable only

above-mentioned population in Galle Distict was teken as affordable population
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representing the entire population of Sri Lanka. The above selection was make as stated

in stratified random smapling system under random — sampling methodology

Collection of data was done by questionnaires provided with both teachers and
students and interviewing of other relevant parties. Then such collected data were
processed and analysed by adoption of Qualitative approaches. Quantitative approach
was used whenever necessary by using percentage of statistical graphs and analysis of

graphs whereas facts were gathered from literal review, studying of requisite texts,

relevant circulars and teachers’ guides.

It has been revealed from the findings of above-mentioned survey that SBA has
created a favourable mental environment in which high mental qualities and skills of
students could be determined. It has also revealed that SBA is a combination of both
summative and formative assessment methods and by the active contribution of the

school principles and Assessment Monitoring Committees, the direct monitoring

activities are very important.

Findings have also indicated that only the teachers of 1AB National Schools have
played a prominent role in creative and active SBA. The advantages of this assessment
method are that Commencement of assessment on time, completion of it correctly, and
motivation of students with other’s help confirmed the last of four findings of
“JOMITHIAN SUMMIT REPORT” entitled “EDUCATION FOR ALL” 1990 which
provides that it should be based on cognitive, phycho-motar and Affective elements. The
disadvantages of SBA are crises of classroom managements, change of role of teachers,

communication of details of Assessment and maintaining records.

Lack of monitoring, supervision and intervention of members of Assessment
Monitoring Committees relating to use of text by teachers owing to SBA, Limit of time,
allocated for SBA by teachers due to involvement in examination based teaching and
non-availability of adequate time on the part of the teachers who are more concerned
with completion of syllabus, weaknesses of educating of advanced level teachers, failure
on the part of teachers to participate in required training programs insufficiency of direct

experience of teachers to be acquired by usage of model assessment requirements, and
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non-involvement of teachers in Quantitative assessments are also deemed to be demerits
of SBA

Twenty attitudes of four main parts dealing with attitudes of teachers on SBA, its
role, attitudes on the rapport between teacher and students through implementation of
SBA were also subject to the above research which revealed that there was a relationship
between their attitudes and the variety of schools in sixteen instances out of twenty.

Fifteen instances of out of twenty indicated that there was a relationship between the

stream and attitudes of the teachers.

The main proposals on involvement of SBA are to provide for a regular specific
method to train the teachers in this system by employing resource persons and institutes
for it, to use quite simplified method for evaluation, to adopt a regular specific methods
for enhancements of positive attitudes in teachers on SBA, to adopt motivating
methodologies for evaluation of teachers’ role in SBA, to reduce complex nature of
SBA and set up an eclectic approach for regularity of implementation and assignment of
responsibilities after activating Monitoring Committees. The triangular machinery viz. a
successful SBA, effective Teaching, Learning and Assessment process can be

implemented by careful, far-sighted planning of policies on education assuring proper

distribution of resources in common.




