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ABSTRACT

Twenty years have lapsed after the establishment of National Colleges of Education in Sri
Lanka. These National Colleges of Education's have been glorified distinctively in the field of
teacher education in all aspects. The youthful students who qualified for University entrance are
enrolled as prospective teachers. One of the main features of this teacher training program is the
internship. This study examines how the anticipated goals and objectives of the internship
teacher training are achieved. Though formerly of several researches on Practical Teacher
Training had been carried out, it is timely needed to examine the present scenario of the fast
modernizing entrants to the teaching profession as norices or apprentices should properly be
trained by means of pre-service teacher training programs. A volume of adaptable knowledge of
learning and practical training are needed. Teacher training courses in developed countries are
being held for the graduates of the Universities after the first degree being accredited / affiliated
to the Universities with a more weight-age on the practical parts. But, however, in developing
countries such as Sri Lanka, teacher training as is apparent, is carried out with a more weight-age
to the theoretical training.

It is required to investigationally define the prevalent system in deciding how the
education process should be or, changing the prevalent system or reorganizing it. However this
study make attempts to identifying how prevalent internship programmes in operation are
conducted and to bring forth the volume of how the said objectives are achieved. Prime objective
of this study stemming from the topic * Reviewing of the Ways and Means of improving the
Anticipated Goals of Internship Training of Colleges of Education" is examined. With regard to
student teachers’ teaching — learning process, extra curricular activities, planning and
implementing the school development projects, assistance extended towards school
administration and management, Community project planning and implementation,
understanding, following and observing the roles, responsibilities and ethics, this self-assessment
and research experiments and the problems faced in practical teaching and examine the possible
remedial measures. :

The secondary objective of this study is to examine the extent the attempt of training
apprentice teachers by means of methodology of pre-service teacher training and also by way of
looking at whether the anticipated objectives are achieved as required. Moreover, this study
would be timely beneficial for the improvement of strengths by identifying them. Coming out with
proposals for anneillmen of weakness by identifying them; and for taking effective measures for
the productivity through it and identifying the areas to which more attention is needed.

In order to achieve the said objectives, this study was carried out by selecting a stratified
random samples of 200 prospective teachers entered into Pulathisipura National Colleges of
Education, and Hapitigama National Colleges of Education in 2002 — 2004, 20 lecturers, 50

principles, 50 mentors and 50 teachers assisting office work in schools.
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In collecting data, documentary proofs were used to review the nature of the practical
teacher training in Sri Lanka and in developed countries. The preparation of the questionnaire
meant for prospective teachers was based on the objectives and the final questionnaire was
prepared after a pilot test which was administered to randomly selected 50 students. The
questionnaire meant for lecturers was prepaid based on the questionnaire prepared for
prospective teachers. The interview should meant for principles and mentors, teachers assisting
the teachers for office work at schools were prepared being on information of former researches.

Information and details of practical teacher training process in Ancient Sri Lanka, Practical
teacher training process during colonial era, New trends in practical teacher training after 1950,
Teacher training at Universities for graduates, teacher training at other institutes, National
Colleges of Education as pre-service teacher training institutes that internship period, their
objectives and development of teacher training to the present day are examined in the first
chapter.

In the second chapter, the findings of the research on teacher training in various
countries of the world and in Sri Lanka have been stated.

The third chapter is allotted for the limitation of the methodology of the study. There
include places of study, objectives of the study, sampling out of population, blue print,
methodology of data collection, how the study was carried out, validity and reliability of the
study, data analysis and limits of the study.

Data tables obtained from information have been expostulated by mean of simple

statistical methodology in the third chapter.

IX




