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Abstract

School Based Assessment process was introduced to the Sri Lankan Education
system with the educational reforms implemented in 1999.

Massive efforts were taken during the last fifty years or after independence for the
development of education and the resources spend for the purpose was also enormous.
However the indicators identified within the system exhibits only the quantitative
expansion of education and adequate qualitative expansion is not visible. The increasing
number of repeaters, dropouts, and higher percentages of students who are unsuccessful
in obtaining the minimum level of performance at public examinations are such
indicators.

Above such disputes were in the back ground of ’youth unrest’ during the past
and the commission established on the matter recommended the necessity of education
reforms. The first report published by the educational commission emphasized the need
of educational reforms. The Jomtian Conference held at 1990 also provided a theoretical
base for the reforms.

The School Based Assessment system aimed mainly at the qualitative

development of education.

The objectives behind the School based Assessment is four fold.
e The enrichment of the learning process of the student.
e Improving the teaching process of the teacher.
e Enriching the process of assessment for effective teaching and learning.
e Diverting the culture of evaluation to a culture of assessment.

Since from the beginning much effort has been taken to establish the school base
assessment system but many queries are made from the side of teacher regarding the
work load. The extent to which the aims are being achieved is doubtful. The intended
integration of assessment with the teaching-learning process is unconvinced in the

classroom.




The researcher is interested in the problem and limited her study to the subject
science and technology G.C.E. ordinary level classes, the objectives of the study was as
follows.

o To identify the nature of the assessment process in relation to the subject
science and technology at G.C.E.O/L.

e To identify the problems faced by teachers in the process of assessment.

e To identify the strengths and weaknesses of the assessment process and
given solution for the problem.

e To make and develop exemplar materials for assessment to be integrated
with teaching and learning.

The target population is consisted of 298 schools of 1AB,1C and type 2. From
this target population, 30 schools to represent all four types from both rural and urban and
education zone were selected by a stratified random sampling method. Thirty classroom
teaching learning situations were observed and all documents related to assessment of
these classes were observed. All G.C.E.O/L science teachers in the sample and 120
students were taken for the discussion. Interviews were carried out with master teachers,
chief project officer (evaluation) of NIE and assistant examination commissioners.

An Observation schedule for classroom observation, an Inventory for the
observation of documents, questionnaires and an attitude scale for teachers,
questionnaires for student and interview schedules were used in gathering data. Main tool
of gathering data was the observation schedule.

The data were analyzed by means of simple statistical methods and qualitatively.

The science teaching process is mainly aimed at teaching facts and principles
and not more than 50% of teachers engage in teaching process skills of science.
Traditional lecture method is being more used in the classroom and student centered
learning methods are rarely used. Assignment, practical work, activities, written test, and
observations more used in assessment and projects, discoveries, field studies and creative
activities are less used by teachers.

As strength identified of the system were the positive attitude of teachers

towards the school based assessment, using student centered teaching method in addition




to lecture method, assessing the process skill of science, using feedback method and the
improvement of making assessment plans.

As weaknesses 1dentified were less use of methods of teaching to learn to learn,
projects, discoveries, field studies and creative activities. Also the weaknesses of
monitoring and the lack of awareness of principal’s and parent’s about SBA.

Assessment related teaching and learning, the handling of laboratories and
equipments, the lack of training of SBA, crowded class rooms, negative attitudes of the
students and parents, issues in written work and lack of supervision were identified as the
major issues of the related of assessment process.

Re training of teachers to various aspects of SBA specially integrate assessment
with teaching, the provision of exemplar material, supplying teaching aids, reducing
written work by supplying printed materials, reducing class size to an optimum,
improving external and internal supervision, raising to a higher standard assessment

process by appreciation of student’s achievement and teacher’s work is being suggested.
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