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A study on the impact of factors related to family
background on the educational achievement

of the secondary school children in Sri Lanka

Abstract

Aim of the research was to examine the relationship between the family
environment that have changed due to recent social changes and the achievement.
Specific objectives of the research were (0 review the family related factors of students
and nature of their achievement, to examine the relationship between the family
environment and the achievement and to identify issues emerged from the nature of
relationship. The impact of 13 independent variables (Family vocational background,
Economic background, Educational levels of family members, Physical environment -
Educational resources of the home, Parental motivation on the education of their
childrc—:n; Cultural - social capital of the family, Number of members of the family,
Living of parents, Nature of the family, Location of the student, Future job expectations
of children) on the dependent variable of Achievement was examined.

Survey research method was used. A sample of Grade 11 students (n=450) was
randomly selected from 9 schools in 3 districts and data from them were collected from
a questionnaire. Interviews were conducted with a sub sample of students (n=45),
teachers (n=45), and parents (n=45). Test marks of Sinhala Language, Mathematics,
History, and Science were collected from term end tests conducted by Western and
Southern Provinces in 2010. Quantitative test marks and responses to questionnaire
were analyzed using Chi Squire Test, Distribution Curves, Frequency Polygun Means,
Analysis of Variance and Percentages. Qualitative data were used as descriptors to
explain the findings of quantitative data.

According to the findings students of the sample represents different family
backgrounds. According to the Chi Squire Test, independent variables of Family
vocational background, Economic background, Educational levels of family membérs,

Physical environment - Educational resources of the home, Parental motivation on the




education of their children, Cultural - social capital of the family, Number of members
of the family, Location of the student, Future job expectations of children had
significant relationship with the dependent variable of Achievement at « .01 level.
Living of parents and Nature of the family did not have a relationship. According to the
percentages, however, Single parent family under the variable of the Nature of family

had relationship with the Achievement.

The best achievement was in Sinhala Language and least was in Mathematics.
History and Science subjects were between these subjects. Sinhala Language was the
easiest subject for students in Hambantota and Matara and English for the students in
the Colombo district. English Language was the most difficult subject for students in
Hambantota and Matara and History for the students in the Colombo district.
Mathematics and Science were difficult for students in both districts. School and
student related reasons have affected the low achievement and subject difficulty.
91.77% of students was willing to attend the tuition classes and they believed that
it as the best place for the preparation for the examinations. 12% of students did
not received support from the family for education.

The research suggests student counseling from expert teachers in every
school, implementing an effective internal supervision mechanism, initiating
specific remedial programmes for low achievers, providing monitory and items
to low income families, continuous dialog between parents and teachers on the
strengths and weaknesses of children, motivating students with positive
reinforcement, providing resources to low income schools, implementing district
wise specific intervention projects for districts as remedial measures, providing
students needs with the support of the community and creating a child friendly
school environment in schools

Specific mental remedial programmes and economic support are necessary

for single parent families.




