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Abstract

Teaching Practice plays a significant role in teacher education progrmmes and helps to
upgrade professional development of novice teachers. This study aims to study the
teaching practice component of the Post Graduate Diploma in Education programmes
of university of Colombo and the Open University of Sri Lanka. The study involved
117 Student Teachers, 30 School Mentors, 57 Master Teachers and 5 senior lectures
who were sampled randomly and purposively. Based on the descriptive research
Approaches the survey research design was selected for this study. Data were collected
through questionnaire, documentary analysis and interviews and the data were analyzed
using SPSS. Both quantitative and qualitative methods (Mixed Method) were used to
interpret the data.

Current study has been manipulated under five main objectives. 1) To identify
the nature of teaching practice component of the Post Graduate Diploma in Education
Programmes. 2) To identify the factors affect to the effectiveness of teaching practice
component. 3) To identify the issues faced by the supervisors and student teachers in
relation to teaching practice. 4) To identify the suggestions made by the supervisors and
student teaches to increase the effectiveness of the teaching practice component and 5)
To identify the certain strategies and an innovative method for effectiveness and

standardization of teaching practice component.

Major findings of the study are master teachers and school mentors who
participated in the study were with highest educational qualification and professional in
education system. Highest percentage of the student teachers’ sample were novice
teachers in the teacher service. Teaching practice component of the Post Graduate
Diploma in Education program come into operation with similarities and disparities in
both universities. It was identified that the quality of teaching practice sessions
delivered by the university, pedagogical knowledge and guidance gained by the
university, collaborative atmosphere of the school, effective role of school mentors and
master teachers, motivation and commitment of student teachers are considered as
major factors that affect to the effectiveness of teaching practice component according

to the teachers’ views. According to the teachers’ view majority of principals had
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given their fullest support to the student teaches to complete their practicum with
successful manner. (80%) revealed that the school mentors and master teaches have
been given their fullest support to upgrade their teaching skills and performance.
Majority of student teachers mentioned that they were satisfied with regard to the role
of mentors and master teachers during their practicum period. According to the school
mentors certain factors that have been affected to carry out their role as mentors both
positively negatively. for instance the responsibilities of their duty, knowledge and
experiences, personal responsibilities and time management, support given by the

school principals and specific guidance provided by the respective universities

Majority of mentors revealed that the student teaches who worked under their
guidance were in satisfactory level in teaching. However the participation in co-
curricular activities of the school and utilization of resources available at the school
majority of students were not in satisfactory level during their practicum period.
According to the master teachers level of performance of student teachers at both
universities is average. In this study final marks of student teachers at teaching practice
stage- I were analyzed and it was identified that average marks is 63. Although the both
university used two mode of practicum (Open Distance Mode and Face to Face
sessions) for their teacher education programme, it was identified that non relationship

between mode of practicum and student teachers’ performance.

It was identified that various issues faced by the student teachers during their
practicum period. Lack of quality inputs, heavy noise of related classroom, unlimited
extra activities of school, limited space of classroom etc... It was identified that various
issues faced by the mentors and master teachers during teaching practice period. Issue
of time management, more time consuming for document completion, poor

interrelationship between mentors/master teachers and university, delay of payment etc.

Certain suggestions were made by student teachers, mentors and master
teachers to increase the effectiveness of teaching practice supervision process. for
instance 1. Increase the duration of teaching practice period2. Introducing proper

monitoring mechanism. 3.improve the quality of university day schools and sessions,4.

Improve the quality of training workshop for school mentors and master teachers 3.




Improve the inter relationship between supportive school and university during
teaching practice period 6. stabilizing model school or classroom for teaching practice

etc..

Certain strategies and an innovative method also identified to increase the
effectiveness and standardization of teaching practice component in this study. For
instance stabilizing strong collaborative school-university partnership, stabilizing
professional body of master teachers, increase the training opportunities for mentors
and master teachers, improve the commitment to the educational research in relation to
teaching practice component. Based on that certain strategies an innovative method
was identified for the effectiveness and standardization of teaching practice component.
Certain conceptual frame work was designed to the new innovative method and

discussed it’s organizational structure in this study.




