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Summery

The objective of this study was to find out how secondary education contributes
to improve/ develop the social skills/ capabilities of the students. Development of social
abilities is a concept covering a wide subject scope as well as a long term process
occurring with the influence of different factors. In the study, identifying the concept of
social abilities is done in relation to the sociaj learning theory of Windiand and including
the theories of social abilities presented by different educationists and scientists of later
times. Empathy, buiiding relationships, getting influences-infiuencing, communication,

leadership, group collaboration and courtesy are such social abilities.

In the introduction of the study, how an uninterrupted development of sociai
abilities took place in the children of the primary societies in relation to their social
environment, iater how the responsibility of social development was handed down to the
school and at present, the efforts taken by the school education process directly to
intervene in the deveiopment of social abilities in students are shown and the need to do

SO is proven.

In literature review, information revealing the different factors that affect the
development of social abilities in students, how it is facilitated in schools at present and
how it should be done are presented under the headings of formal curriculum, co
curricular activities and curriculum in moral education. F urther, details about steps taken

by different countries related to development of students’ social abilities are presented.

Under the study method, descriptive study method and mainiy research method
and qualitative research method were used as required. As the theoretical foundation of
the study, different steps of education production process mainly production input,

production process and production output were taken into consideration.

According to the main theme of the study, how social abilities develop by
secondary education process was done by studying how education process is
implemented. As education process, all three curricular, the formal curriculum, co

curricular activities and moral education curriculum were considered.



Under objective no. i, how sociai abilities are deveioped by formai curricuium is
identified by researching about the contribution made by classroom teaching learning

process for development of social abilities.

Under objective no. Z , how sociai abilities are deveioped through co curricuiar
activities and under objective number 3, how social abilities are developed through moral
education were done. Besides, how sociai abiiities are deveioped as a iearning product is
presented under objective number 4. Finally, the difficulties and issues faced by persons
engaged in the system in developing sociai abiiities are identified. As foundation for that,

the nature of the factors affecting the inputs of education production process are revealed.

Representing different sociai and economic ievels, three districts nameiy
Colombo, Kegalle and Anuradhapura were selected as the sample for the study. Five
schoois from each district and a totai of 15 schoois were taken inio study. As the student
sample, 20 students from each grade of the relevant schools 600 students were studied.
Five teachers teaching the main subjects of those grades in each schooi and 75 teachers in
total were taken for the study. Information was obtained from 15 principals in total taking
the principai of each schooi. In coliecting dara, to find out especiaily how curricuium
helps in developing social abilities was observed by using 73 classrooms. How co
curricuiar activities and morai education are impiemented was basicaily observed by
using data collected. Other data were obtained by giving questionnaires and conducting
interviews with teachers, students and principais. Collecting data was always done based
on identified social abilities. Analysis of data was done using percentage table

descriptively and using quality methods as required.

According to the facts revealed from the study, an adequate development of social
abilities is not done through classroom learning and teaching. Teachers directing students
to deveiop social abiiities in the iearning teaching process is weak and students directing
themselves to improve social abilities is also weaker than that. Developing social abilities
Dy co curricular activities is not satisfactory. Morai education curriculum is not designed
suitably to develop social skills. When considering about how social abilities were
deveioped except and courtesy, other abilities were not properly developed. Conditions to

implement secondary education to develop social abilities were not adequately done.
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