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Abstract of the Study

The present study is basically aimed at examining the validity and the appropriateness of
school evaluation procedures and other evaluation strategies employed in relation to the

Social Studies subject at the General Education Certificate (Ordinary Level) classes.

The study was based on the specific objectives such as
1. Examining the degree of validity and practicality of school tests used for
measuring the students’ achievement in social studies.
2. Identifying the weaknesses of the present School Based Assessment
programme.
3. Identifying the problems faced by parents and students in implementing the
school based Assessment programme.
4. Suggesting measures to improve the school tests and School Based
Assessment programme.
The first chapter of the thesis presents in brief the problem of the study, the need for
having a school testing programme and a School Based Assessment programme, the

objectives of the study and the practical significance of the study.

The second chapter is devoted to describe how the concepts and relevant themes are
incorporated in the subject environmental studies and also how social studies subject was
introduced to the school curriculum in 1972 and how it has undergone a systematic -

development up to the present era in the school system.

The third chapter presents a review about the related research studies. In this chapter the
research studies related to problems in school testing programmes, the importance and

practical difficulties in having such programmes are being reviewed.

The chapter four details out the methodology used in the present study. The chapter

includes a description about the sample used and techniques employed for the collection
of data.



The fifth chapter presents an account of data analysis. The collected data for the three
districts described in the chapter four are presented in this chapter. The validity and the
practicality of the first and second papers in Social Studies of the final term test were
examined under three themes on students’ responses, Teachers’ responses and Parents’
responses. The data collected through questionnaire from students, teachers and parents
also were analyzed under the above three themes. The sample used for the analysis
comprised of 540 students selected from 18 schools sampled from 1AB, IC and 2 types in
Colombo, Ratnapura and Hambantota Districts. A sample of 80 parents was randomly
selected from the 18 schools to collect background information. Also a sample of 135
teachers was selected randomly from the 18 schools. In the analysis of data the similar
responses received for questions were converted into percentages and then the mean
values of the percentages were used for the analysis. These mean values of percentages
are presented in tables. The responses, which were different from one another were

analyzed separately and were used for a comparative analysis of responses of each

District.

The sixth chapter presents the findings and the conclusions. It reveals that school tests
lack validity while they maintain a high degree of practicalify. The content validity of
papers were not satisfabtory. Also the chapter presents the ideas and opinions of the
student, teacher and parent samples with regard to the School Based Assessment
programme. The recommendations made by the study include suggestions made for the
improvement of the school testing programmes and the other evaluation procedures -
including the School Based Assessment programme. Also the suggestions include the
aspects that should be improved and dropped in the School Based Assessment

programme.



