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Science is a corc subject which seems to have gained more
importance to both students and parents in the current school r‘u'rimlm )
The prestige this subject r‘ujoys is dug to it being 1*" basic requircment for
entry (o socially recognized jobs and a ﬁela vhich is selected by the
students with higher intellectual capacities for LIP' higher cducation, As «
result they arc motivated to study science with the intention of gelling

P . ({82 ¢ . ‘ (s
aither a socially recognized job or oblaining a certificate which may ciidde
them 1o follow a course of hieher studies

But the purpose of teaching science is inuch broader than these

' { has a higher educational value as an essenfial

discipling in any cducational programme duc to the characteristic nat Ui of

science. The obslacle to reach these broader aims is the low ¢ pl ration in

the students L’d}d the society. Hence the expected p'*"‘ ngl and su:;é::!

development of student can not be reached. Nevertheless many rcv‘(‘?uns

were made by "1 anging the objectives, content and uachmg, strategics, thie
expected results could not be gained so far.

Researche I'as I.'oc:uscd his concern on this problem and limited hls
study to Anuradhapura district. The research aimed to study the nature of
science education 'l spirations of students and the contribution of sciciice
and technology curriculum o the developmeut of these aspirations. The
objectives of the rescarch arc as follows.

s To reveal the science educational aspirations ol students al
senior seconduary level and their nature.

o To examine the umpact of school and social enviromment of
the studeni for their science educational aspirations.

e To asses the extent of representation of the science educauonal
objectives in their science educational aspirations.

¢ To examine the relevance of the content of Scienc
Technology curriculumn m  inculeating  broader sciu_m.:@
educational aspirations.

e To examing the relevance of the organizatior
of Science and Technology curriculum in inculcating broade:
scicnge cducational aspirations.
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¢ To propose developments to Science and Technology
curriculum for quality improvements of science educaticnal

aspivations of students.

The students who were studying in senior sccondary level
Anuradhapura district were taken as (he target population and (he saniple
was sclected by siratificd samipling technique, The sample constitule of
studenis of senior sceondary level, and their teachers in 15 schools of type
IAB, 1Cand 2 in five educational zones in the district,

The questionnaires were administered to gather data from the Sample
about science educational aspirations of students, social and acaderiiic
environment of student, attitudes of teachers and the availability of physical
and human resources. Observalion schedule was used (o examine Gic
process of evaluation in the classroom. ndexes were formulated suitably (o
determine the narrow/broadiess of science educational aspirations of
students and the data were analyzed by testing hypothesis statistically aiid
qualitatively,

The research concludes the narrowriess of aspirations of studerits
which are fimiled {0 examination and job markel and the absence of
broader aims related (0 (he process and influeice of science. This
phenomenon reimaing uichanged by gender, type of school altendedq, the
Zone or social and economical back ground of e students, Furtlier e
researcher emphasize that the students have nof acquired the science
educational objectives as (heir aspirations, Even if the content of Science
and Technology curriculwmn s organized suitably (o broaden Uie
aspirations, the teaching learning process and the assessmen procedures
are not funclioning properly, Thus the researcher suggests that the teaching
learning and assessimen procedures should be improved (o meet (he
requirement, Teacher tratning for skill development and improving teacher
attitudes, curriculun revisions, and the development of resources are afse
proposed.




