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SUMMARY

Since human evolution, the infinite curiosity, man had has been
advantageous in perceiving the reality of the natural world processes. Since then up to
date though not introduced as science, the variety of inventions of science has been
influential in enhancing the living beings in the world. Therefore from the past to present
the impact of science has not only spread to the earth but also to the whole world.

Primarily the basic education in science is introduced in the school
science education. But in the school system as a subject in the curriculum, science is
implemented in grade 6. From grade 6 to 11 science is taught as a compulsory subject

and the child is given an opportunity to select the stream they prefer when they reach the
A/L classes.

In Sri Lanka only about 25% of students choose to follow Science
stream at the Advance Level. When this is accounted to 100,000 it is revealed that the
students are distancing themselves from science education. Therefore the need of the
hour was to conduct a research to study the attitudes on science using students from grade
6 to 13.

The research is based on 4 objectives. They are as follows.

1. Researching attitudes of the students on science and its nature.

2. Attitudes related to social and individual importance of science.

3. Inquire about their preference on science subject.

4. See whether any other factors have an impact on attitudinal differences on science.

This was conducted in ten schools in the western province, Colombo district, Colombo
Zone. Data was collected by distributing a questionnaire among 375 students in grade 8,
10, 12.

The questionnaire was based on Frazer’s theory. Data was accumulated using 80 views of
the questionnaire.

Data analysis was carried out using Ky method, Imagination and
logical analysis. On the basis of these examinations the following conclusions were
established.

The analysis of students’ attitude, attitudes on scientific method and
adaptation, social importance of science, gaining enjoyment through science, pleasure
through science lessons and their attitudes towards the science teacher revealed that they
have a favourable attitude on them.

But considering the nature of the scientists and engagement in a
profession related to science did not show a positive outcome. Also a strong connection
between the students’ attitudes and gender, type of school, age, stream they study, social
and economic stratum of parents and the competency level of science subject was not
revealed.

vii



