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‘ This year’s (2017) theme is “Connecting People to Nature’, and it ’
’ encourages seven billion people to understand and explore nature, ‘
‘ appreciating its natural beauty. It provides the message that every ’
) person on this earth has an implied responsibility to utilise the

‘ limited resources of nature for multifarious purposes with more
care, understating the fact that every activity of a person will directly
impact Mother Nature either positively or negatively.
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Sri Lanka has faced several natural disaster events during this year
such as flooding, landslides and garbage mountain incident. The
major reasons for Meethotamulla Garbage Mountain incident are
identification of incorrect dumpsites, improper site management
and encroachments to risk/buffer zone area by the general public. A
similar incident had taken place on April 24, 2008, followed by the
eruption of a large mass of solid waste at the previous dumpsites at
Bloemendhal.
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The major reason behind this situation is stakeholders failing to
connect with nature, discharging their individual fiduciary duties
as citizens of this nation towards the environment. Therefore, both

hazards have turned into a disaster. Although, the Constitution ’
provides a Provision (Sec.14 of Article 27) to protect, preserve and ‘
improve the environment for the benefit of the people, various

governments in office since 1977 have been attempting to shift ‘
their economic policies to meet ever increasing trend of demand, ’
implementing various development projects, without paying much ‘
attention to nature, which supports our own prosperity and well- ’
being. This is very hard to be valued in terms of money. "
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Hence, the time has arrived to connect 20 million people with nature,
extending multifaceted awareness programmes in different levels
from top to bottom and strictly implementing existing environmental
related laws towards a positive change. A single body cannot achieve
this target alone; rather all stakeholders should gather under one
umbrella to make a constructive and sustainable change in the future.
Accordingly, progressing towards sustainability requires changes to
individual behavior and mindsets of general public; but also requires
structural changes, such as better choices and even less consumption
as well as more efficient green production and consumption.
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Eventually, behavioral change from the top to bottom towards a better
environment should be initiated by the government, integrating
all the stakeholders into a Centre point and empowering them to
formulate necessary policy measures towards a better environment
for future generation.

7 S N
N’

N’
_—a

A

University of Colombo.

Ence® qurgesnid Warana/Varanam - Vol. 10 No. 4 & 5 - December 2017

GuTgd @LEIEsT Onw Hobs uriyselsd eafsssd (B
Golurs @yrwiypriseaisy el Gundsiper) Gursimsumms
DiBMHMLILIH &8t et *

GesusuBsumiu’ L. Guosd wlLGHBHA, &P wWLLsHDSTEN
usd Grrésmemerd Garemil  alflyemiad L missn
alfleurssiuLeyw, fApks  wropsSnaETar o mFunss
HMHDTL 60 FNIHS FLLRISEM6T BEML (LpeDLILI(HSHSHaLD
20 GebelWell D&M  BWDEMNSUL T QeiIMlsnaIILISHST
&sMTe0ld  auBHAILLE.  salwswilams  Seaelasdman
DDLHSHIQSTETET (PIQLITH. DDOHSH TFHIHOUISIHL S0
GemLulst £ @aimanssliul (B @IOEISMWbBS, HensvlLiTe
HTBTHMS 2 (HheuTdhs Gauami(HLb.

Blemasdlmeselsar CaTLisFd aaiug sefbuflar HLSHmsUTs
wrppsams  almpwysuBsts Cursiwsseis  wenfHuwmss
WIDMSEMS  THTUTTOUSILTGL. DASTougk Fobs OCzfay.
GMOBS HIHTeY WL (e almaibSnaTea usmn 2 nHuss
wppd Hsjealmen @ GOUlGEang. SupPne almas
FHenmand QETATMBEHET 2_HAIGTD. SITFTRIBSHE GaTamss
FlLmEeT FOOILeY FHLREsEndEEGH pHbsD CFaSHHMETE
Bmess  GouemiguFHL 61 SisLeVEHI  Flbmeomen  Fpeiuel.
goapall QuTmpeNTSTTE Fourebssnsn OauppPlOsTaiEaushosTan
BLEHMBBMeNS Camenighods Geusmi(BL.

Boaib GUETTTEISEM 61T BlemesHmbss GaFuupd
susnauiled LWSTUBSHHIUSD S oms@Galludam 15
BmasHHEEH5HHESTH 2 DUSHMW  HEOL(PHDULGHSSE
Geusmi(hld. YHw useny 2 MuSHEEHSES (WLHe0H GFlsusng
msFourenisefen  Fpsl  Gurpliysmiensy SlelmsS
GawisugLar,  Salwm]  Boeuemsmauld — asEaiss
Geusmi(BLD. uFenD euenFFE@Hs Cohameuwmer BUbSemaissnan
BOL (LpemmUbHS Gsuemig gL ev1 DD SHS] SDDTLED
uTHSTOY  FTihs aILWEISEHD Seujseilar  SsmanHhs
slwmunymisese @hBubsmessiar ug GFwHUBSSOUL
Geuemur(BLb.

QasrLyuTs D& 6T D& FHuTsd
pmitd gl L GHeT  wsHHuTsh
GumisuFlenmL s @ He0 URIGUDmIS
smenshsl  flelarflsr  GrwpurGeemenuyhd  SHbATOTEE
seusTailusm@ dealsy  Feapsomeng Ursren  sudumis
2 _MLWSTHE STauluBSaimasl.

GUETI I ETTI6HT N
NI ey el L 60
TR Vo

Gogyd ST FTRISLOTEIS) F: 4201 1:3 GQWILDT HSHISBD
Bury oiFs urdHiyeLw Grmsemst  BrLsnTalwifAulsd
SemLwTemd  srenr  Ceumtiguipil el SiBmsTen  Fflwmen
Frelenenud supmis Gousmi(Bo. aHTETedF FhHHulenmeoss
fADhsH FDOTLISSTE HJFTRISOTEIH SHDTLH GBI
2 wiwl L 5HeBHeH ST wLLD  eusIulsd HLEMBFTT
THDEEmeTE CaTemlh TGS AT SMeHSH JTF
gleopuilaTenTud WIoTES CsTam(h SieuTssmen  suslal g
FMLTHS  Comemsuwinen  CETeTNSEHMET 2 (HoUTHS
Gousmi(BLD.

Dr. Fareena Ruzaik is a Senior Lecturer attached to the Geography Department, University of Colombo. She received a B.A. (Hons.) Second Class Upper =
Division in Geography in 1994, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka, M.Sc Degree in Forestry and Environmental Management in 2002, University of —
Sri Jayawardenapura, Sri Lanka, completed Certificate Course in Teaching Higher Education (CTHE) in 2007, SDC, University of Colombo and Ph.D (A =
geographical perspective of the issues related to the disposal of urban solid waste in the Wet and Intermediate Agro -Ecological Zones in Sri Lanka) from




