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An assessment on potential and challenges for promoting
ecotourism in the Knuckles forest area in 5Sn Lanka

Fareana Fuzaik

{Sci Lazka Association of Geographars (SLAG), Colonsbo, Sri Lanka- farsanaiipec. cmb.ac Ik)

Absoract Eouckles Mowstin Rangs with 2 nch biodnanity is a coe of the valatle beritages in 50
Lanka It has a lomg histery, since e prebistoric periods with attractive potantals for ecotowriam, such
a5 mountain peak s, aywial cluar and perweedal watarways, cloud forests, sxquisiie fauna and flora, zamml
bridges within the area of 160-170 km? The Emnckle: Mountin Bangs & wdentified as a highly
hn.miidtnmrt-:h&hm‘hmh domestic and infematicnal tonrsts. Therefore, his smdy aired %o
'ha;pnmmmnuddlﬂMEIMmmEmMmﬁuim&ym Approximately
1041 flowering plants from 141 fapilies are documented in the Kanckles topather with 28 woody plants
spacies. 3-8 woody plants are andemic and 10-15 species ame mtionally threatonod . Sinsdlarky, is fauna
popubifion, smch 25 Sambbmr, tarking desr mouse desr, wild boar, gant squimel, endemdc fish
amphibians and reptiles are confined sokly to e Kmckles Range Abmost, 247 species of versboaie
(26% enderdc and 8% nationally threatened) have been identified According to the respondants. the
deforestaticn and sobid wasts disposal @ the forest arsa, mclading plastics and polythens hanse becoms
pajor challonges. The damllurs aroend the fomast inwast and niiing the forest products in 2n mappropeiate
mannar, creating peelifarions threats to the hioderamity, of the forest arsa. The #0%%e of the biodnemity
lowses honve boan taken place, doe to the beman nterventions. This smdy mvealed that potentials and
challemgas should ba reevalmasd and to b imeplarsanted viahla measures to imaprowe the Hichness of the
Enucile: arca in the sustainable masmar with the collsboration of revunt stakoboldar.
Keywords: Ecotowsm, hisdimndty, potentials, challenges, sustamabls and stakeboldars
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