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.=re¿f.daókaf.a yd úoHdpl%j¾;Skaf.a NdId Í;skays úfYaI;d 
î' Oïul=i, ysñ 

   iyldr lÓldpd¾h" 
isxy, wOHhk wxYh" fld<U úYajúoHd,h' 

 

isxy, NdId idys;Hfha wdrïNl wjêh f,i ie,flk wkqrdOmqr hq.h oijk ishjfia § muK 
úfoaYSh wdl%uK yd wNHka;r úhjq,a ksid ì|jeàfuka miq fmdf<dkakre hq.h wdrïN fjhs'  
m<uqjk úchndyq rcqf.ka wdrïN jQ fmdf<dkakre hq.fha uq,ald,Skj mej;s w¾nqoldÍ foaYmd,k" 
iudÔh yd wd.ñl miqìu ;=< isxy, idys;Hfha ÈhqKqjla isÿ fkdjqj o m<uqjk mrdl%undyq 
rcqf.a wjêfha foaYmd,kslj we;s jQ iduldó jgmsgdj ksid isxy, idys;Hfha úYd, ÈhqKqjla 
úoHudk fõ'  fid<S wdl%uKslhkaf.a n,mEu;a" yskaÿ wd.ñl n,mEu;a ksid fmdf<dkakre hq.fha 
ixialD; NdIdjkag iqúfYaIS ;ekla ysñ jQ w;r isxy, NdIdj yd idys;Hh flfrys ixialD; 
NdIdfõ n,mEu fmdf<dkakre hq.fha b;d m%n, f,i úoHudk fõ'  NslaIQka w;r mej;s ksldh 
fNaoh ÿre fldg Wkajykafia,d w;r iu.sh we;s lsÍfï wruqKska msysg jQ fmdf<dkakre .,a 
úydrfha fmdf<dkakre l;sldj; we;=¿ fi,a,sms;a uydjxYh jeks jxYl:d idys;Hh;a isxy, 
NdIdjg ixialD; NdIdfõ n,mEu Rcqj u t,a, jQ hq.hla f,i fmdf<dkakre hq.h y÷kd .ekSug 
we;s m%n, idOl fõ'  ixialD; mo nyq, isxy, NdIdj fmdf<dkakre hq.fha isxy, NdIdfõ 
hq.dfõKsl NdId Í;shla f,i y÷kd .ekSug ms<sjk' 

isxy, .oH idys;Hfha wdrïNl wjêh f,i fmdf<dkakre hq.h úoaj;=ka úiska y÷kajdfokq ,efí'  
.=re¿f.daóka úiska rÑ; O¾um%§msldj yd wudj;=r uq,au isxy, .oH idys;Hh lD;s f,i 
ms<s.efkhs' nq;airK rpkd l< úoHdpl%j¾;Ska fmdf<dkakre hq.fha jdih l< .=re¿f.daókaf.a 
iuld,Sk f,aLlfhls'  fn!oaO ;%smsgl idys;Hh yd wÜGl:d wd§ md,s uQ,dY% uQ,sl lr .ksñka 
uq,ald,Sk .oH rplhka isxy, .oH lD;s rpkd l< nj .=re¿f.daókaf.a yd pl%j¾;Skaf.a isxy, 
.oH idys;H lD;s wkqj meyeÈ,s fõ'  ixialD; joka nyq, isxy, NdIdj fmdf<dkakre hq.fha isxy, 
NdId Í;sh jqj o .=re¿f.daóka yd úoHdpl%j¾;Ska úiska .oHlrKh i|yd Ndú; flreKq NdIdj 
wOHhkh l< W.;ayq hq.dfõKsl NdId Í;sh Ndú; jqj o Tjqkgu wdfõKsl jQ mqoa., Í;shla o 
.oH lrKfha§ Ndú; flreKq nj m%ldY lr;s' 

.=re¿f.daó Ndú; l< NdIdj ms<sn| isxy, idys;H jxh  lD;sfha § mS'î' ikakia., uy;d 
woyia olajñka" O¾um%§msldfjys we;eï fldgia ixialD; Í;shg keUqre ùu;a wudj;=r rpkfha § 
md,s Í;shg .re lsÍu;a m%Odk jYfhka yÿkd.; yels nj m%ldY lrhs' ^mS¡î¡ikakia.," 1964( 103 - 
110 msgq& NdIdj ffY,sh yd úIh w;ska .=rE¿f.daókaf.a .;a fol tlsfklg fld;rï fjkiao h;a 
O¾um%§msldj .ek wudj;=f¾ i|ykaj ;snqfKa ke;s kï" ta folu ,shQfõ tla l;=jrfhlehs hk 
mrïmrd .; u;h ielhg Ndckh jkq ksielh¡ ^uydpd¾h fyaupkaø rdh uy;d ^m%¡ix¡&" 1972( 550 
msg& 

úoHdpl%j¾;Skaf.a NdId Í;sh ms<sn|j wOHhkh lrk ud¾áka úl%uisxy uy;d "isxy, idys;H 
ke.Su" lD;sfha § m%ldY lrkafka th foaYSh ud¾.fhka iïmQ¾Kfhka bj;a ksiaidr ixialD; 
Í;shg jy,a jQ njhs' ^udáka úl%uisxy" 1997( 67 msg& 

úoaj;=ka úiska bÈßm;a flfrk u;j,g wkqj meyeÈ,s jkafka fmdf<dkakre hq.fha .oHlrKfha 
kshq;= .=re¿f.daóka iy úoHdpl%j¾;Ska hq.fha mej;s isxy, NdId f,aLk iïm%odfha n,mEu  
wNsnjd mqoa., Í;s f,i wOHhkh l< yels  Tjqkag wdfõKsl jQ NdId Í;s  .oHlrKh i|yd 
ks¾udKh lrf.k we;s njhs'  kuq;a Tjqka Ndú; l< tu mqoa., Í;sfhys mjd iu úIu;d mj;sk 
nj úoaj;=kaf.a woyihs'  fmdf<dkakre hq.fha mej;s NdId Í;sh wOHhkh lsÍu fukau 
fmdf<dkakre hq.fha .oH rpkhka .oHlrKh i|yd Ndú; l< mqoa., Í;Ska uQ,sl jYfhka fuu 
m¾fhaIKfha § wOHhkh flfrhs'  úfYaIfhka tlu hq.hl .oHlrKfha kshq;= .=re¿f.daóka yd 
úoHdpl%j¾;Ska .oHlrKh i|yd Ndú; l< NdId Í;Ska wOHhkh lrk w;ru tn÷ úúO NdId 
Í;Ska úoHudk jkafka wehs o hkak úu¾Ykh lsÍu fuu m¾fhaIKfha uQ,sl wruqK fjhs' 

m¾fhaIKh uQ,dY% wOHhkh uÕsska isÿ flfrk w;r m%d:ñl uQ,dY% f,i .=re¿f.daókaf.a 
O¾um%§msldj" wudj;=r yd úoHdpl%j¾;Skaf.a nq;airK;a oaú;Sl uQ,dY% f,i wOHhk lafIa;%hg 
wod< m%dudKsl úoaj;=ka úiska rÑ; fmd;am;a yd ,sms f,aLk;a fhdod .efkhs' 
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Fertility denotes successful production of offspring. It is the natural capability of living 

beings to give life. In demography, fertility refers to the actual number of children born 

rather than the physical capability to produce children (fecundity). Human fertility 

depends on several factors such as nutrition, sexual behavior, culture, ethnicity, way of 

life, use of contraception socio economic determinants, nuptiality patterns and emotions. 

This study attempts to investigate the extent to which ethnicity and related factors have 

influenced the rates of fertility within each of the ethnic groups selected in the study area. 

As the main purpose of the study was to ascertain the region-specific differences in the 

fertility levels between the Sinhala and the Muslim communities, the Dickwella D.S. 

division in the Matara division was chosen for a close study. The reason being that, unlike 

in the whole district of Matara where the population is comprised of three communities 

namely the Sinhala (90%). Muslim (7%) and Indian Tamils (3%), the study area consisted 

of the two primary communities chosen for this study, namely the majority community 

(Sinhalese) and one of the minority communities (Muslims). Besides achieving the major 

objective of analyzing the differences in the fertility levels between the Sinhala and 

Muslim communities this study also aimed at identifying the factors that contributed to 

these differences by investigating the extent to which the socio-economic disparities (if 

any) had impinged on the differences in the fertility levels and the extent to which the 

population policies at the national level had impacted on the fertility levels of the two said 

communities. 


