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In Search of Novel Hypoglycaemic Agents from Plants
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ABSTRACT

 Ltudics with Osbeckia octzndra using Sprague Dawley rats as experimental animals have shown
inat the aqueous extract of the leaves of this plant can significantly lower the fasting tlood
riucose level and markedly improve the glucose toierance. Biological testing of fractions sera-
tied ‘rom a methanoiic extract or the Osbeckia leaves showed that only the ethviacetate rac-
wn and the agucous fraction remaining after soivent extraction exhibited hypoglvcaemic
chivity. Giological testing atrer chemical screening and separation by thin laver chromatozra-
hw {TLOY of the above aciive fracnons has shown that a muxture of two flavanoids anc an-
taer compound swhich is pessibiv a Tiavanoid denivative are responsible for the hyvpogivoae-

-~ acuvitv of this piant.
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