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I 

A B S T R A C T 

The students i n the primary s c h o o l , today w i l l be the c i t i z e n s of 
the 21st century. During the l a s t quarter century new technology 
has d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d the l i v e s of the people. The eart h has 
shrunk but the world of each i n d i v i d u a l has expanded enormously. 
Man has been exposed to s t r a i n s and a n x i e t i e s that may s e r i o u s l y 
a f f e c t h i s a t t i t u d e s towards those l i v i n g i n other c o u n t r i e s . By 
2000 AD, s c i e n t i f i c i n n o v a t i o n s w i l l b r i n g the people more c l o s e r 
to each other and tend to u n i t e the whole world i n t o one 
community. 

Thus, the task c o n f r o n t i n g a l l who are concerned w i t h the q u a l i t y 
and relevance of education i s to help the s c h o o l , the teacher, 
t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s and the u n i v e r s i t y to prepare the present 
generation f o r g l o b a l c i t i z e n s h i p . This would become p o s s i b l e 
only by c r e a t i n g an awareness of human r i g h t s and b r i n g i n g about 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Understanding i n the primary school c h i l d r e n of 
today. 

This study, i t i s hoped w i l l f a c i l i t a t e the task of the school, 
and of the teachers i n the primary school i n developing 
e d u c a t i o n a l programmes concerned w i t h the promotion of human 
r i g h t s and I n t e r n a t i o n a l Understanding f o r world peace. 

I t presents how the concept of human r i g h t s and the world-wide 
i n t e r e s t i n promoting human r i g h t s have become u n i v e r s a l and the 
steps taken by the United Nations' system to deal w i t h the 
problems con.&rned with human r i g h t s . 



I I 

An attempt has been made to show that education i s the most 
s u c c e s s f u l means i n c r e a t i n g "peace i n the minds of men" and 
a l s o the s i g n i f i c a n c e of c r e a t i n g t h i s awareness at the 
primary stage. 

The study of the methods adopted by other c o u n t r i e s i n promot­
i n g human r i g h t s and I n t e r n a t i o n a l Understanding i s of immense 
value to those i n t e r e s t e d . A survey undertaken, to a s c e r t a i n 
the awareness and the a t t i t u d e s of the 4th graders towards 
human r i g h t s has revealed the f a c t t h a t d e s p i t e the d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n race, r e l i g i o n , sex, parentage, and the environment i n which 
they l i v e most of them are q u i t e aware of t h e i r d u t i e s and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s even at the tender age of 10 years. However, 
a feature that was revealed by t h i s study was c h i l d r e n ' s poor 
knowledge on the work done by the United Nations System and 
t h e i r (the c h i l d r e n ' s ) unconcern about i n t e r n a t i o n a l events. 

Based on the experience gained of the p r o j e c t s c a r r i e d out i n 
other c o u n t r i e s and the case study conducted at Royal C o l l e g e , 
Colombo, the student has put forward a number of suggestions 
and recommendations which the student b e l i e v e s w i l l be of some 
as s i s t a n c e to a l l those who are i n t e r e s t e d i n promoting human 
r i g h t s and I n t e r n a t i o n a l Understanding f o r world peace. 

F i n a l l y , an attempt has been made by the student to prepare a 
s e r i e s of supplementary readers comprising poems, short s t o r i e s , 
a c t i v i t y books e t c . , and a guide book f o r teachers (attached 
to the appendix) as the case study •Adicated the both teachers 
and p u p i l s f i n d the i n t r o d u c t i o n of new m a t e r i a l s t i m u l a t i n g 
and b e n e f i c i a l . 


