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ABSTRACT 

T h i s s t u d y has examined the l i n k between S o c i o 

Economic S t a t u s and E d u c a t i o n a l A t t a i n m e n t o f 

a d o l e s c e n t s r e s i d i n g i n two h o u s i n g schemes i n 

Colombo. S o c i o economic s t a t u s has been examined 

d i r e c t l y and through i t s c o n c o m i t a n t s , namely t h e 

q u a l i t y o f the s c h o o l a t t e n d e d by the sample 

p o p u l a t i o n , p a r e n t a l encouragement, r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l , 

peer group i n f l u e n c e and the a d o l e s c e n t s ' e d u c a t i o n a l 

a s p i r a t i o n s , i n r e l a t i o n t o e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t . 

An attempt has been made here t o e x p l o r e t he 

i n f l u e n c e o f s o c i o economic s t a t u s on e d u c a t i o n a l 

a t t a i n m e n t o f urban a d o l e s c e n t s i n S r i Lanka by 

making use o f a q u e s t i o n n a i r e s u r v e y as w e l l as by 

o b s e r v a t i o n and d e t a i l e d i n t e r v i e w s . 

The s t u d y was c a r r i e d out on a sample o f 

a d o l e s c e n t s i n 2 h o u s i n g schemes i n o r d e r t o 



I I 

fathom the impact o f a common r e s i d e n t i a l p a t t e r n on a d o l e s c e n t 

e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t ; the f u r t h e r a n c e o f Government 

p o l i c y p e r t a i n i n g t o the e x p a n s i o n o f h o u s i n g scheme 

p r o j e c t s , c o u l d be g u i d e d by the e x p e r i e n c e o f the a d o l e s c e n t s 

of e x i s t i n g h o u s i n g schemes, w i t h r e g a r d t o e d u c a t i o n a l 

a t t a i n m e n t and e d u c a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s . 

The a n a l y s i s r e v e a l e d a m a r g i n a l l i n k between s o c i o 

economic s t a t u s and e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t w h i l e p a r e n t a l 

encouragement emerged as the s i n g l e , most p o w e r f u l i n t e r v e ­

n i n g v a r i a b l e a f f e c t i n g an a d o l e s c e n t s ' e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n ­

ment and e d u c a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s . No s t r o n g a s s o c i a t i o n i s 

found t o e x i s t between h o u s i n g scheme and e d u c a t i o n a l 

a t t a i n m e n t . I n s t e a d , f a m i l y u n i t s are found t o coverge on 

h i g h or low e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t as u n i t s and not as 

i n d i v i d u a l s . 

As a measure o f socio-economic s t a t u s , we were a b l e 

t o f a l l back on the o f f a c c e p t e d c r i t e r i a o f e d u c a t i o n 

employment and income of the f a m i l y . As f o r e d u c a t i o n a l 

a t t a i n m e n t we have had t o l o o k beyond a c t u a l a t t a i n m e n t a s , 

a t t a i n m e n t and age seem t o r u n p a r a l l e l on account o f 

au t o m a t i c p r o motions i n s c h o o l s . The sample was not a f f e c t e d 

by e d u c a t i o n a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n a t c o m p e t i t i v e l e v e l s l i k e 

e n t r y t o the i n s t i t u t i o n s o f t e r t i a r y e d u c a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , 

we have t a k e n i n t o account the e d u c a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f 

our sample p o p u l a t i o n . As the e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t o f 
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many i n our sample c o r r e s p o n d e d t o t h e i r ages, i t was 

i n t h e i r p e r c e p t i o n o f the future t h a t we were a b l e t o 

r e c o g n i s e t r a c e s o f p o s s i b l e d i f f e r e n c e s i n e d u c a t i o n a l 

a t t a i n m e n t i n the future,, 

E q u a l i t y o f e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y i s found t o e x i s t 

w i t h r e g a r d t o a d m i s s i o n t o s c h o o l s and i n e d u c a t i o n a l 

a t t a i n m e n t between the s e x e s . However, s c h o o l s a r e found 

t o be i n e f f e c t i v e i n moulding the e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t 

and t h e e d u c a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f urban a d o l e s c e n t s . 

F i n a l l y , the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the above f i n d i n g s and 

t h e i r i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r e d u c a t i o n a l p o l i c y were d i s c u s s e d 

and t h e i r p o t e n t i a l f o r f u t u r e r e s e a r c h was explored,. 


