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AN ABSTRACT

The success of a student in any school
sﬁbject depends not only on intelligence but also on
factors in the affective domaine. Of these, the
interests of the étudent and the Attitudes the student
possesses towards that subject are found to be important.
Following the curricular reforms introduced in 1972,
besides being made a compulsory subject, Integrated
Science became a very imﬁortant subject in.the junior
secondary levelj 5'periods were mllocated per week.
Further, not only Science in its Intggrated' form
replaced Physics, Chemistry and Biclogy that were
taught separately in the older system and that too for
a few selected students in grades 9 and 10, but also
was fortevery body'! from grade 6 to grade 9, a period
“of 4 yqaré. Hence a study of Attitudes to Science
of grade 9 students in schools of Sri Lanka seemgd
purposefﬁl, It is to be mentioned here that it was
in 1975 that the first set of students Qho studie&
'Integrated Science' sat the National Certificate of
General HEducation Examinafion offering this éS"g~-v

subject,
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The purpose of the research Qés to find out
whether the Attitude te Science of grédé 9 students )
in schools of Sri Lanka was favourable and whether
there existed any variables significantly related to
this and also, any cross relations among these variables.
Kalutara Education Region was selected as represent-
tative of the entire Island. The Attitude GQuestionnaire
.was refined after being administered to 59 students
by a suitable itém analysis. The refined instrument
was administered to 328 students (165 girls and 163
boys) from schools selected at random and the results

analysed by computer.,

The analysis showed that fhe Attitude to Science
was favourable and that it was significantly related
to some of the variables the writér has selected.
those related being Science Ability, Social Implications
of Science, Subject Preference and School-Liking
and those not related being Sex and Peacher-Liking.
On the study of cross-relations, Sex was found to be
not related to any one of the other-variableg but
there were significant relationships between few of

the other variables.



