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ABSTRACT

. It is vitally important that all children should
have equal cpportunity to realise their potential abilities
to the full. Discrepancies in school achievemeni have been
accounted for by differences in innate ability, by the variation
in socio-economic factors of the home environment of students
and in more recent years by personality differences amoné them.
in understanding of the processes at work tkat differentiate
students in ability and school attainment would be useful
when strategies are planned and implemenied In order that the

gaps in school attainment may be narrowed, if not bridged.

This study examines the relaitionship of socio-economic
and motivaticnal factors to students' initelligence and
achlevemenit, Since intelligence greatly determines achieve-
ment, the study of the differential relatlionship of these
factors to intelligeﬁCe.and achievement will prove useful in
asgegsing their contribution to achievement over and above

their relationship to intelligence,

Using the questionnaire method, dava were collected
from a stratified cluster sample of 150 children in the
G.CoE, (€.L,) classes from 4 schools selected from urban and
semi-urban regions which together are representative of the
full range of SEE to be found in the school peopulation in

the Feffna distict. The children did not exceced sixteen
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years in December 1978 when they sat the G.C.EZ. examination

in their first attempt, The criterion for achievement was

the performance of children at the public G.C.E. (0.1L.)
examination and students' intelligence was assessed on their
scores in a standardised verbal tesi prepared by the

National Education Society of Ceylon. The data were subjecied
to different statistical techniques such as correlation
analysis, partial correlation and study of means. The choicge

of the techniques employed depended on the nature of the data

and the extent to which the analysis was thought useful.

The study revealed that while socio=economic and
motivational factors are significantly related to intelligence,
they bear a cléser agsociation with achieveﬁent. Students!
academic motivation proved to be a better predicter of both
their intelligence and achievement than parents' socio-economic
status, There was evidence however of adolescent children's
attitudinal orientations being determined by the family
strugture, revealing not only the importance of‘thenhome
background on school achievement but also giving evidence of
an enhancing home environment, The study showed clesrly
that school outcome was greatly influenced by intervening
¥ariables that mediated the effect of the home environment

on achievenment,

* An analysis of the problem is given in chapter 1,
followed in chapier 2 by a survey of pertinent literature,
The design of the investigation is outlined and the hypothe«

ses to be tested included in chapter. 3., Analysis o¢f data
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ﬁyﬁaratation and discussion of findings are given in
hapters 4 and 5 respectively. In chapter 6Ith'e implications
"@e étudy and suggestioﬁs for further reséa‘rch in this
1d are given, and the final chapter gives a summary of

2 conclusionse



