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ABSTR ftOT 

T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n i s an attempt t o i n v e s t i g a t e the a t t i t ude s 

of o v p i l s , teachers and parents towards the educat iona l reforms e f fected 

at the secondary l e v e l by the M i n i s t r y o f Educat ion i n S r i Lanka from 

1972. The study endeavoured to f i n d out whether these groups were favour* 

ably o r unfavourably disposed towards t h i s progremne. 

The core o f the new reforms wss v o c a t i o n a l and t e c h n i c a l i n 

nature and was intended to int roduce the p u p i l s to the world o f work 

and i t s e t h i c s . When t h i s educat iona l progress* rep laced the t r a d i t i o n a l 

General C e r t i f i c a t e o f Educat ion (Ordinary Leve l ) Programme there were 

consents by the p u p i l s , teachers and parents f o r and aga inst these 

changes. Hence the need f o r t h i s study* 

Two L i k e r t - t y p e s c a l e s , c o n s i s t i n g o f twenty e i ght i tems 

i n each, measured the a t t i t ude s towards the Nat iona l C e r t i f i c a t e o f 

General Educat ion Programme (N .C .G .E . ) and the General C e r t i f i c a t e 

o f Educat ion G .C .E . (0 . t> Prograwne, o f a sample o f four hundred p u p i l s , 

seventy e i g h t * teachers and seventy f i v e pa rents . The no n i l and the 

teacher samples were se lected from four schools i n t he Ka luta ra Region 

Parents of some o f these pup i l s cons t i tu ted the parent sample* 

The main ob jec t ive o f the i n v e s t i g a t i o n was t o see whether 

the d i f f e r e n t groups mentioned had d i f f e r ences i n a t t i t u d e s towards 

the N .C .G .E . programme. The r e s u l t s may be general}zed as f o l l o w s t -

1. S inha la pup i l s at the end o f t h e i r Secondary Educat ion c a r ee r , ^ 

i n S r i Lanka, had a more p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e towards the newly 

developed Nat iona l C e r t i f i c a t e o f General Educat ion Programme 



than towards the General C e r t i f i c a t e o f Educat ion (Ordinary Level ) 

P r o g r a m * . T h i s p r e f e r e n t i a l a t t i t u d e was found to be independent 

o f sex and educat iona l prograaamesi a c tua l l y followed by the c u p i l a 

i n schools* 

Teachers as a whole, working at the Secondary Educat iona l l e v e l , 

i n the S inha la Medium schools In S r i Lanka had a sere p o s i t i v e 

a t t i t u d e t o a r d s the f . C . G . K . Programme than tow rds the C..C.E*(O.L) 

Programme*4Bth regard t o male teachers t h i s trend was c l e a r l y 

e v i den t . However, with regard t o female teachers the d i f f e r ences 

i n a t t i t u d e s towards the two programmea were not very s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Both t r a ined and untra ined teachers showed the a->me p r e f e r e n t i a l 

a t t i t u d e towards the new programs*. 

Parents o f S inha la p u p i l s i n S r i Lanka schools on the whole had 

a more favourable a t t i t u d e towards the N .C .G .E . programme* A i l s 

the male parents snowed the same p r e f e r e n t i a l a t t i t u d e , the female 

parents showed no such pre ference . In the case o f middle c l a s s 

parents , there was no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r ence i e a t t i t u d e towards 

the two programmes, but the lower middle c l a s s showed preference 

for the N .C . a .E . 

The shove gene ra l i z a t i ons are subject to thr l i m i t a t i o n s 

i n d i c a t e d be lowj -

1* The sample of p u p i l s , teachers and parents has been se lected 

from one i d u c a t i o n a l Peg ion. 

2* The low response ra te o f parents* 

Though the T a m i l Kedium schools were not included f o r 

t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n , one may argue that these gene ra l i s a t i ons c 



could be appl ied t o the Tami l p u p i l s , teachers and parents because 

a t t i t udes are not in f luenced by the medium o f i n s t r u c t i o n * 

T h i s s+udy provides a ease i n po int t o show that a t t i t u d e s 

o f re l evant groups o f persons should be ascer ta ined before educat iona l 

innovat ions are undertaken. 

Numerous research s tud ie s o f thas nature are there fore 

necessary i f S r i Lanka i s to e s t a b l i s h a system o f education that 

w i l l he lp develop p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l s t a b i l i t y . 


