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A B S T R A C T 

CHAPTER I E d u c a t i o n i n Cey lon b e f o r e the a r r i v a l o f the Dutch . 

P a t t e r n o f e d u c a t i o n i n Cey lon be fore the advent o f the Dutch -

The indigenous and Portuguese systems and the e f f e c t o f the Portuguese 

system o f s c h o o l s on the i n d i g e n o u s system. The a r r i v a l o f Dutch Ad­

m i r a l s and the conquest o f the m a r i t i m e p r o v i n c e s o f Ceylon by the Dutch. 

A b r i e f o u t l i n e o f Dutch e d u c a t i o n a l p o l i c y a t home and i n her c o l o n i e s . 

CHAPTER I I E d u c a t i o n a l P o l i c i e s of the Dutch i n H o l l a n d and i n 

the C o l o n i e s abroad o t h e r t h a n C e y l o n - A d e s c r i p t i o n o f the break away 

of P r o t e s t a n t H o l l a n d from C a t h o l i c S p a i n . The e s t a b l i s h m e n t and f u r ­

therance o f the Dutch Reformed Church and the e r a d i c a t i o n o f Roman C a t h ­

o l i c i s m the main o b j e c t o f Dutch p o l i c y on e d u c a t i o n - The new Dutch 

s t a t e upheld the i d e a o f Corpus C h r i s t i a n u m . Membership o f the Church 

and c i t i z e n s h i p o f the s t a t e c o i n c i d e d . Both Church and s t a t e had con­

t r o l over e d u c a t i o n . The s c h o o l r e g u l a t i o n s o f the new s t a t e p r e s c r i l 

that the c h i l d should be brought up i n t h e C a l v i n i s t F a i t h . I t decreed 

t h a t schoolmasters should be o f the Protest-ant F a i t h . Books opposed t o 

the C a l v i n i s t r e l i g i o n were banned. E d u c a t i n g the c h i l d i n the C a l v i n i s t 

R e l i g i o n was made o b l i g a t o r y on p a r e n t s . The p o l i c y f o l l o w e d i n the 

c o l o n i e s was v e r y s i m i l a r t o t h i s . The p o l i c y i n J a v a and Formosa i s 

d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l and an attempt i s made to show the s i m i l a r i t i e s and 

d i f f e r e n c e s I n Dutch e d u c a t i o n a l p o l i c y at home and a b r o a d . 

CHAPTER I I I The A d m i n s t r a t i o n o f E d u c a t i o n i n Ceylon - The c l e a r 

and c o n s i s t e n t p o l i c y f o l l o w e d by the Dutch i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l sphere 

was r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of e d u c a t i o n i n C e y l o n . A l l edu­

c a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s came under the Governor and C o u n c i l o f C e y l o n . 

The s c h o l a r c h a l Commissions i n t h e t h r e e Commanderies o f Colombo, G a l l e 

and J a f f n a s u p e r v i s e d and c o n t r o l l e d e d u c a t i o n i n each o f these d i v i s i o n s . 

A d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the c o m p o s i t i o n and f u n c t i o n s of the 

Commissions - The S c h o l a r c h a l Commission composed o f the D i s s a v e , a l l 
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the l o c a l c l e r g y and t h r e e o r f o u r c i v i l and m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s . Fun­

c t i o n s e f the Commission not l i m i t e d t o e d u c a t i o n , 

A d i s c u s s i o n o f the annual v i s i t a t i o n and f u n c t i o n s o f s c h o o l v i s i ­

t o r s - A few e x t r a c t s from t h e r e p o r t s o f s c h o o l v i s i t o r s are g i v e n t o 

g ive an i d e a o f the g e n e r a l s u p e r v i s i o n and c o n t r o l the Governor and 

C o u n c i l and the S c h o l a r c h a l Commissions had over e d u c a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h ­

ments I n C e y l o n . 

CHAPTER IV School E d u c a t i o n under the Dutch - D i s c u s s i o n o f 

educat ion i n the n a t i v e p a r i s h s c h o o l s , Dutch s c h o o l s f o r European c h i ­

l d r e n , c h a r i t a b l e I n s t i t u t i o n s and s l a v e s c h o o l s . N a t i v e P a r i s h 

Schools - s t r u c t u r e o f s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s , appointment and f u n c t i o n s o f 

school Thombo H o l d e r , School Thombo and the power t h e schoolmaster 

w i e l d e d as the keeper o f the s c h o o l R e g i s t e r . C u r r i c u l u m , medium, 

methods o f t e a c h i n g , hours o f work, h o l i d a y s and number o f s c h o l a r s . 

Dutch Schools - C u r r i c u l u m , medium, methods o f t e a c h i n g and number o f 

s c h o l a r s . 

C h a r i t a b l e I n s t i t u t i o n s - Orphan s c h o o l and Poor House T r a i n i n g f o r 

g i r l s i n k n i t t i n g , sewing and domestic s k i l l s , d r a i n i n g f o r boys i n 

woodwork and c a r p e n t r y . 

S l a v e Schools - Dutch system o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n b u i l t on above 

>* f o u d a t i o n . 

CHAPTER V O r g a n i s a t i o n o f H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n . - S e m i n a r i e s were 

c e n t r e s o f h i g h e r l e a r n i n g . P r o g r e s s and c l o s r u e o f J a f f n a seminary. 

Seminary at Colombo d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l - Aim, e s t a b l i s h m e n t , adm iss ion 

o f s t u d e n t s , c u r r i c u l u m , p r o g r e s s , b r i l l i a n t s t u d e n t s , o f s e l e c t i o n f o r 

h i g h e r s t u d i e s i n European U n i v e r s i t i e s , great advantages d e r i v e d from the 

h i g h e r course o f s t u d i e s i n the S e m i n a r i e s . D i s c u s s i o n of great and f a r 

IT ciMhfc developments made by some o f the R e c t o r s and Dutch Governors 

who succeeded i n making the Seminary o f great b e n e f i t to n a t i v e s . 

C o n t d . 



- v i -

CHAPTER VI V e r n a c u l a r E d u c a t i o n and the P r e s s - P r o p a g a t i o n o f 

r e l i g i o n through v e r n a c u l a r e d u c a t i o n . Work o f P h i l i p B a l d e u s . Encoura­

gement by Dutch a u t h o r i t i e s i n C e y l o n , B a t a v i a and H o l l a n d f o r the use o f 

vernaculars i n e d u c a t i o n - s e m i n a r i e s e s t a b l i s h e d t o t r a i n n a t i v e p r e a ­

chers, proponents , c a t e c h i s t s , s c h o o l m a s t e r s , i n t e r p r e t e r s and c l e r k s . 

Dutch p r e d i k a n t s , proponents , c a t e c h i s t s and schoolmasters urged t o l e a r n 

the v e r n a c u l a r s . S c r i p t u r e s and o t h e r r e l i g i o u s works t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 

Sinhalese and T a m i l . Thw work of t r a n s l a t i o n e x p e d i t e d and o b s t a c l e s t o 

Dutch e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s reduced by e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f P r i n t i n g P r e s s . 

Claims made by Dutch t o i n v e n t i o n and development o f P r i n t i n g P r e s s . 

CHAPTER V I I E d u c a t i o n o f G i r l s - Dutch a t t i t u d e t o female edu­

c a t i o n i n her c o l o n i e s abroad o t h e r than i n C e y l o n . E d u c a t i o n o f g i r l s 

i n n a t i v e p a r i s h schools and orphanages examined. Dutch a t t i t u d e to 

educat ion o f g i r l s and e d u c a t i o n o f boys c o n s i d e r e d w i t h regard t o aim 

o f e d u c a t i o n , number o f s c h o l a r s , and type o f e d u c a t i o n . 

CHAPTER V I I I Dutch P o l i c y on E d u c a t i o n i n C e y l o n . - E x t e n t o f 

c o n t i n u a t i o n i n Ceylon of Dutch p o l i c y on e d u c a t i o n at Home and i n her 

c o l o n i e s . P o s i t i v e and N e g a t i v e motives f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g s c h o o l s i n 

C e y l o n . P o s i t i v e - p r o p a g a t i n g o f Dutch Reformed R e l i g i o n w i t h o u t i n ­

c u r r i n g a f i n a n c i a l burden o r l o s i n g the g o o d w i l l o f i n d i g e n o u s popu­

l a t i o n . 

Negat ive - S u p p r e s s i o n o f Roman C a t h o l i c i s m , Buddhism^Hinduism 

and Mohammedanism. 

O b s t a c l e s t o progress o f Dutch e d u c a t i o n p o l i c y - l a c k o f s c h o o l ­

masters , i n s u f f i c i e n c y o f P r e d i k a n t s , proponents and C a t e c h i s t s , i g n o ­

rance of t*e v e r n a c u l a r s , l a c k o f school r e q u i s i t e s , i r r e g u l a r i t y o f 

s c h o l a r c h a l meet ings , d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s and i n a c c e s s ­

i b i l i t y o f s c h o o l s to n a t i v e s . Inducements t o N a t i v e s - G i f t s of money, 

government p o s t s , v e r n a n u l a r e d u c a t i o n and coneess ions to orphans. 

P o s i t i v e aspects f a c i l i t a t e d e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f v»el l-organised system 

o f Dutch e d u c a t i o n . Negat ive a s p e c t s merely h i n d e r e d e f f e c t i v e working 
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of Dutch system o f e d u c a t i o n . 

CHAPTER IX Impact o f Dutch E d u c a t i o n - R e l i g i o n s , S o c i a l and 

C u l t u r a l A s p e c t s . 

R e l i g i o u s - Dutch Reformed Church and P r o t e s t a n t C h r i s t i a n pop­

u l a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d . No a p p r e c i a b l e d e c l i n e i n Roman C a t h o l i c i s m due 

to u n a t t r a c t i v e Dutch forms o f w o r s h i p , s t r i c t c o n t r o l over Dutch Re­

formed Church members, r e p r e s s i v e laws a g a i n s t Roman C a t h o l i c s and z e a l 

of Roman C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s . 

F u r t h e r d e c l i n e i n Buddhism and Hinduism. S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l -

on a r r i v a l o f Portuguese s o c i e t y i n Ceylon m e d i e v a l . Impact o f Western 

c u l t u r e f e l t under Portuguese p r o g r e s s e d under D u t c h . Dutch language 

used i n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and s e m i n a r i e s abd became language o f p o l i t e so­

c i e t y . Enrichment o f S i n h a l e s e v o c a b u l a r y by Dutch language. Use o f 

v e r n a c u l a r s i n e d u c a t i o n l e d t o development o f v e r n a c u l a r s . Common s c ­

hools l e d t o reduced cas te b a r r i e r s . Dutch domestic h a b i t s i n c o r p o r a ­

t e d i n t o l o c a l s o c i e t y . 

Dutch system o f e d u c a t i o n and the a r r i v a l o f the B r i t i s h . 
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