Sﬁnyatﬁ Doctrine of Nagarjuna As seen by Chinese

. & "\I‘
Commentator -Sheng Zhao - % N

Ven: Dr, M. Dhanunajothi
Senior Lecturer

Pdali and Buddhist Studies Unit
University of Colombo.

The main issuc at the Buddha's time was about the soul/scIffAtman=Pali Atta) put
forward by many religious teachers. specially the Upanisadic teachings. The Buddha had

to show that the belief in an *Atman’ is false. So. he emphasized Anatta-no soul doctrine.

But the issue Acidrya Nagarjuna had to face was not about the soul but about the
own-nature (Sva-bhava) of the Sarvastivadins and other similar substantialist and rcabist
views ol Sautrantikas ctc. These schools believed in some uncliinging permanent entity
that continues. They. while accepting that there ts no individual soul (Puggala-nairatmya)
agreed that Dharmas or the factors that constitute the person and the world exist in some
form. Acdrya Nagarjuna's main task was to show that this. wo. is not the Buddha's
teaching. Therefore he utilized the more wider concept used by the Buddha himsell. and
adopted the word Suniata (skt. Sﬁnya[ﬁ) to show that evervthing is cmpty ol an
permanent. non-changing entity or substance. Thus Acarya Niydijuna emphasized both
Pudgalanairatmya (that there is no individual soul)and Dharmanairatmya (that Dhuarmas
are without a soul). To include both these ideas he employed the wider term Stinva or
Stnyata. and presented it as the main teaching of his philosophy  He never claims this to
be his view. for he like the Buddha did not have personal views. He was only trying to

show the true nature of reality.

[n fact that he was very knowledgeable about the early Suttas. is seen by mum

facts. It was pointed out that even the Chinese tradition accept that at the out set Acdrvu



