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I oial invasion of colorectal cancer and spread lo regional lymph nodes at the time of 

surgery. 
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Introduction: 
Colorectal cancers are the fourth commonest malignancy in Sr i Lanka . This study was 

i (inducted to assess the extent o f local invasion and spread lo regional lymph nodes at the 

l i m e of surgery. 

Methods: 

Kelrospective study was conducted at professorial surgical unit o f N I I S L Pathology reports 

.IIKI IJHTs of a l l patients with histological diagnosis of colorectal cancer admitted to the 

I from January 2005 to December 2008 were studied. Data were analyzed using 

descriptive statistics. 

Results: 
I »l lhe 88 patients studied 5 1 % , 2 1 % , 14%, 11%, 3% had cancers in reeluin. s igmoid colon, 

ir.eending colon, transverse co lon and descending colon. O f Ihc Rectal lumours 10% 

invades only upto submucosa ( T l ) , 19% invades upto inuseulaiis propria (T2), 57% 

invades upto subserosa(T3), in 14% tumour directly invades other structures or perforate 

v i ( eral peritoneum(T4). 

I l ine were no Tls tages in colonic cancers. In s igmoid colonic cancers 2 1 % were in T 2 , 

Mi'< were in T 3 and 2 9 % were in T4.In rest o f the colonic cancers 5 % were in T 2 , 6 8 % in 

I i .ind 27% i n T 4 stage. 

t K ' r rectal cancers and 52% colonic cancers had no lymph nodes metastasis. 5 2 % of rectal 

turners and 33% of colonic cancers had metastasized to less than } lymph nodes.10% o f 

i n i.il cancers and 15% o f colonic cancers had metastasized to more than 4 lymph nodes, 

discussion & conclusion: 

At the lime of presentation/surgery rectal tumours have a less local invasion compared to 

i illume lumours. Rectal cancers appear to metastasise to regional lymph nodes at an earlier 

Mn|!c " f local invasion than colonic cancers. 
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