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A Study of the Choice of Degree Courses
Selected by Students Admitted to
The University of Sri Lanka in
the Arts Stream: 1974 to 1976

S. ABEYSEKERA, INDRALAL DE SiLva, V. K. SAMARANAYAKE
Statistical Unit, University of Colombo

The choice of degree courses by students admitted to the University of
Sri Lanka in the Arts Stream was analysed using the data available at the
Central Agency for Admissions. Data for the three years 1974, 75, 76 were
used and a clear change of the popularity of courses among those seeking
admissions was seen during the three years. The results are anzalysed against
the background of the job orientation of courses and employment prospects.

I. Introduction

During 1975, a sample survey was planned, executed and results analysed
by students following the Statistical Services job range of the Development
Studies degree as dan exercise in conducting sample surveys. The population
considered was all students following the Development Studies degree course
at the Colombo Campus and one of the many aspects investigated was the
choice of degree courses at the time of seeking admissions to the University.
| The findings of the survey were published (*) and the nature of the results
made us continue the study for the whole University population that were
admitted in the ‘Arts’ stream from 1974 to 76.

| One of us (I. de S.) selected this topic as the project for the Development
' Studies degree and with the assistance and guidance of the other two authors

carried out the survey which produced the results reported here. Further
. details would be found in the dissertation submitted for the degree.

In Section IT we describe the process used for University admissions in
Sri Lanka, and go on to describe the reorganisation of courses introduced
after 1972 and each of the new ‘job oriented’ courses introduced. Section I1I
deals with the methodology used for the survey and the results dre given in
Ssction IV. An analysis of the results in Section V is followed by an attempt
(in Section VI) to explain the changes in popularity of the various courses
together with some suggestions for improvement of the present Arts courses,
and University admission procedure.

Il. University admissions and job oriented courses

Any student who obtains three passes and over 25 Y%, in the fourth subject
at the General Certificate of Education (Advanced Level) Examination at one
and the same sitting within his first three attempts, is eligible to be admitted
to the University of Sri Lanka. Of these only a fraction could be admitted to

1. De Silva, Indralal, “What students think of the Development Studies course—A Survey
carried out at the Colombo Campus.’
Proceedings of the WUS Asian Regional Workshop on Non-Formal Education, Colombo
(1976), 224.
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