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1. 1 ntroduction

Education hitherto has meant formal school and University
education. Changing requirements in the Third World have
necessitated the introduction of new and non - formal types of
édiication. Thesé may include Workers’ Continuing Education,
Edueationn for Development as well as Family Life Education.

Education in these three broad areas implies not only an input
of basic information in these fields but also knowledge of the
mechanisms and structures of society that advance as well as
prevent progress. In Third World countries which are subject to
rapid change and which ate breaking down the old structures of
dépendence and subordination, it is vital that knowledge about
persohal and social liberation be widely disseminated among the
population.

The Sri Lanka National Committee of the World University
Service held an Asian Regional Workshop from 19th—24th April,
1976, in the precincts of the University of Sri Lanka, Colombo
Campus, to discuss broadly the experience of the participating
countries in this vital field of Non-Traditional Education.

The fact that it was held in the University of Sri Lanka and
sponsored by the World University Service has special significance
in that the University itself has been experimenting recently on Non-
Traditional lines. 1t had recently inaugurated a course on Deve-
lopment Studies instead of the conventional ‘Arts’ degree with
subjects like Economics, Political Science, History and Geography.
Although this particular course has had several difficulties, its
experience provides valuable study material for such new courses.

The University of Sri Lanka has recently likewise inaugurated

a Workers’ Education Course which brings to workers a
University education experience. The preliminary results of this
course have been so successful (worker students in competition
with regular students have taken first places in several subject
areas) that a permanent education institute has been promulgated
~as an integral part of the University. This institute has been
actively supported by the World University Service.



It was a few years ago that a Family Life Education programme
was started at the University of Sri Lanka, under the auspices of the
World University Service, to give basic information to the Univer-
sity students community on problems regarding human sexuality.
A further step was taken last year when a special clinic was opened
where confidential advice on psycho-sexual problems is made
available to both staff and students.

The six day conference provided a forum for the exchange of a
wide variety of experiences in these subject areas. Several papers
were read and interesting discussions ensued, carried on often late
into the night. Finally, at the end of the Workshop, many of the
common view points that emerged were collated into the final
group reports and several resolutions in the key areas.

Although the Workshop was on ‘Non-Traditional Forms of
Education in the Third World with special reference to Sri
Lanka’, it was the unanimous view of the participants that ‘Non-
Traditional’ should be replaced by ‘Non Formal’. Hence this
publication of the Proceedings is entitled ‘Non Formal
Education’.

Papers read as well as the reports and resolutions that emerged
at the Workshop are reproduced in this publication. It is the hope
of the editors and the organisers of the Workshop that this com-
pendium will provide necessary discussion material for the
many interested in the field.



