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ABSTRACT 

The o b j e c t i v e o f t h e s t u d y is to p r e s e n t a f r a m e w o r k f o r t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f an i n f o r m a t i o n n e t w o r k in t h e e d u c a t i o n s e c t o r in S r i 

L a n k a . The s t u d y is b a s e d on a s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d among 36 l i b r a r i e s 

in t h e e d u c a t i o n s e c t o r . T h e s t u d y e xam ine s t h e p r e s e n t s t a t u s o f 

l i b r a r i e s a n d d r a w s a t t e n t i o n to t h e i r d r a w b a c k s . S u c h as n o n ­

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a f f , i n a d e q u a t e f i n a n c e s , law p r i o r i t y 

g i v e n to l i b r a r i e s . In o r d e r to o v e r c o m e t h e s e s h o r t c o m i n g s , t h e s t u d y 

p r o p o s e s an i n f o r m a t i o n n e t w o r k to be s e t u p w i t h i n t h e e d u c a t i o n 

s e c t o r . The s t u d y i d e n t i f i e s NIE as t h e c o - o r d i n a t i n g c e n t r e o f t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n n e t w o r k b a s e d on a s e p a r a t e s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d on t h e 

r e s o u r c e s , s e r v i c e s , f a c i l i t i e s a n d u s e r s o f t h e NIE . In t e r m s o f t h e 

l i b r a r y r e s o u r c e s m a n p o w e r , u s e r s t h e s t u d y s u g g e s t s t h a t NIE i s most 

a p p r o p r i a t e i n s t i t u t e to c o - o r d i n a t e t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

n e t w o r k . The s t u d y p r o v i d e g u i d e l i n e s in t h e imp l emen t a t i o n o f t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n n e t w o r k . 
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