
FEATURES OF CODE SWITCHING 

among a sample of Tamil-English bilingua 
in Sr i L a n k a 

C 

Degree of Master of Arts 
D e p a r t m e n t of E n g l i s h 

F a c u l t y of Ar ts 
U n i v e r s i t y of Co lombo 

CR 
UCLIB 

15 J i ^ u . 1 9 9 3 



ABSTRACT 

S o c i o l i n g u i s t i c s t u d i e s on b i l i n g u a l i s m and code s w i t c h i n g have 
been c a r r i e d o u t i n many p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d . However, i n S r i 
Lanka, i n - d e p t h r e s e a r c h i n t h i s a r e a i s m i n i m a l . The p r e s e n t 
s t u d y a t t e m p t s t o p r o v i d e e m p i r i c a l s u p p o r t / b a c k i n g t o t h e 
g e n e r a l c l a i m s t h a t code s w i t c h i n g does e x i s t and t h a t i t o c c u r s 
r e g u l a r l y among b i l i n g u a l s p e a k e r s i n S r i L a n k a . The s t u d y 
r e s t r i c t s i t s e l f t o c e r t a i n a s p e c t s / f e a t u r e s o f code s w i t c h i n g 
among a sample o f T a m i l - E n g l i s h b i l i n g u a l s o f t h i s c o u n t r y . I n 
a d d i t i o n t o e x p l o r i n g t h e r e l e v a n t s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c r e s e a r c h and 
s e e i n g how i t c o n f o r m s t o t h e S r i L a n k a n s i t u a t i o n t h e s t u d y 
a t t e m p t s t o c o n t r i b u t e i n however a s m a l l manner t o s u c h r e s e a r c h 

t i n S r i L a n k a . I t i s hoped t h a t t h i s r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t w i l l p r o v e 
to be a s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r f u r t h e r s t u d i e s i n r e l a t e d a r e a s . 


