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Background
The aim of this study   is to investigate the possibility of using speech activities as a trigger for language acquisition in courses that are conducted to help students acquire English for Academic purposes. In doing so it is intended that the outcomes of the study will contribute to the improvement of language acquisition in Sri Lankan universities and also illuminate the potential of e-learning.   
The rationale for the study is based on the needs of Level 1 and 2 students in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Colombo in Sri Lanka. The students at these two levels of the English Proficiency Courses in the Arts Faculty are faced with a great challenge of acquiring the necessary standard of English for their Higher Education purposes within the limited time they have at the campus. The students who come   to universities in Sri Lanka are tested at the beginning for their proficiency in English and graded into four levels accordingly. Thus the students in Levels 1 and 2 are less proficient in English than the students in Levels 3 and 4 in the English Proficiency Courses in the campus. It is compulsory to pass the first year of the English Proficiency Course irrespective of the level. Most of the students do pass the first year of the English language course though this does not guarantee language proficiency for their academic study. One of the reasons is that the Levels 1 and 2 syllabuses have been made with the limited time the students have in the English class rooms in mind. Another factor that influences is the low level of English proficiency in these students which makes the teacher concentrate in teaching them the basics of grammar, speech and vocabulary first. Some of the students are exempted as they gain high marks from the screening test at the beginning of their studies.  Unlike these exempted students, many of the students in Levels 1 and 2, who face the likelihood of passing out without the necessary language proficiency, lack the confidence in  attempting to learn English on their own through self study although opportunity to do so is available. 
    
A large proportion of the undergraduates in the Faculties of Arts in the Sri Lankan universities come from remote areas in the island where the acquisition of the second language had been difficult.  Only about 44% of the students who sit the G.C.E Advanced Level examination are taken into the universities. Many of these students find it hard to cope with their studies. This is mainly due to the fact that English in Higher Education in Sri Lanka is a necessity for referring text books, following lectures in English. This results in being unable to find a well paid job after graduation if they do manage to graduate.  
As mentioned above, these students have a compulsory English component in their first year syllabus. The English Language Teaching Unit (ELTU) of the university, where I teachteach  as a lecturer, conducts the English Proficiency Courses to  to assist the students toto  completee the compulsory English component successfully. The lesson material for this course is mainly based on writing and reading though the students are tested on speakingech and listening also. A questionnaire given to the students at the end of each year has have shownn that more than 75% of the students want to master spoken English.
Research has already been carried outdone  on the student background and motivation. This research has shown that Arts faculty students come from a background that does not need English because they have an affinityaffinity  to go back to the rural areas from whence they came to the city, to the city and take up quiet and traditional roles as teachers,   farmers or government officialspassin. 
HoweverBut  such work is not easy to come bycome by with the changing economic circumstances. This leaves many students who graduatepass out  from campuscampus  with no means of earning a livelihood though they had shown in their results both in the Advanced Level and in Higher Education that they were capable of contributing much to society. If these students can be assisted inwith  acquiring a good knowledge of spoken English, with a slight knowledge of reading writing and listening, , their chances of finding employment in the city and even in their villages increasemultiplied.   Accordingly the students call for greater support in the acquisition of spoken EnglishThe above fact would be  t. wh  Ee 
In the English Proficiency classes English for academic purposes is seen (for obvious reasons) as the more appropriate English that the students should aim at. Thus, spoken Englishis is almost neglected. Some students in the higher levels manage to acquire the necessary standard for academic writing, reading, listening and speaking but most of the students at the lower levels gain neither the ability to communicate in English nor proficiency in English writing, reading and listening necessary for their academic studies. Against this background many of the students are de-motivated and inactive in the English classrooms. Much research has been done about the necessity of basing the lesson material on what motivates the student. When referring to the dynamics influencing second language acquisition, R.C. Gardner says that ‘First, the motivated individual expends effort to learn the language. That is, there is a persistent and consistent attempt to learn the material, by doing homework, by seeking out opportunities to learn more, by doing extra work, etc. Second, the motivated individual wants to achieve the goal. Such an individual will express the desire to succeed, and will strive to achieve success. Third, the motivated individual will enjoy the task of learning the language. Such an individual will say that it is fun, a challenge, and enjoyable, even though at times enthusiasm may be less than development (Gardner, 2001).  This evidence of motivation is what the teachers of English in Higher Education in Sri Lanka need to observe in most students in levels 1 and 2 of the compulsory English course.
For many of the Sri Lankan students in state run universities, more online language programs should be based on speech oriented activities as students find the acquisition of speech a motivating element. Furthermore such a language learning program will facilitate students to master the language skills on their own. Language learning for mastery could be done whenever they are free from the academic time table as the program will be available. Thus time and motivation which are two important elements to solve the language acquisition problem of the students could be solved by the development of speech based online programs. This would in turn enable them to break free from being absolutely dependent on face-to – face classes that is teacher activated. 
Using online programs for teaching and learning has been done before. In the language proficiency courses given on Kamimo Education Island some (students) preferred the use of an avatar as it afforded them a higher level of “protection” and was perceived as limiting their “exposure” and thus increasing their sense of comfort in the environment. (Molka-Danielsen et al. 2009) This experience of teaching in Second Life showed that shy students benefitted by this experience and gained confidence as well as knowledge by using the online program for learning. 
In the same manner an online program which is speech based and using online tools may help many of the Levels 1 and 2 undergraduates in the Arts faculty who are shy.  
Such a program in a virtual class room could give them a higher level of ‘protection’ and less ‘exposure’.
An integral feature of my research would be to develop such a program. Whether using the speech based set of online activities will help with their confidence is yet to be researched into. An insight to the extent to which such speech based programs could  be used to facilitate  academic writing, reading, referencing, listening to lectures and the numerous other  language based activities expected from students in Higher education will also be available from this research. 
The online speech program should be developed with care to make it interesting, cost effective, easily usable and productive. It is yet to be found out how far the program I would be making would meet with the above requirements. The student - reaction to technology based learning, their motivation to do such a program and the impact on their language learning as well as any other benefits/non-benefit they must get from the program has to be carefully analysed from the data collected from the research. 
The Sri Lankan government is calling for English competency at all levels of education at this time in the history of the island.  Spoken English is one of the salient features that has been noted as an essential necessity. (See link below) Thus this research may have the double value of shedding light on the ways of teaching and learning English speech as well as helping the Sri Lankan students who are considered non-native speakers of English in higher education, to acquire a valuable asset for their future survival. 
Research Questions
· Are students motivated to learn English through speech based online programs?
· How should such a program be made to get results that are both enjoyable and result-giving (by speedy language acquisition) to the learner?
· Can English for academic purposes be taught this way? How far could this learning go?
· Could such learning facilitate face-to-face learning/other online learning?
Chapter breakdown
      1. Introduction
2. Literature Review
3.1- Why a case-study
3.2- Methods harnessed and why
4. A word about the program developed for the research
4.1 – Development
4.2 – Why was the program planned in this way?
5. Ethical defensibility of the research
6. Ensuring validity of the research
7. Data collection and Data Analysis
7.1-    Accounts collection and transformation-introduction to ‘how’
7.2-    sampling
7.3-    The variety of methods adopted and the accounts gathered
    5. Conclusion
    6. Appendices 
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